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Preferential trading arrangements (PTAS) play an increasingly prominent rolein
the global political economy, two notable examples being the European Union
and the North American Free Trade Agreement. These agreements foster
economic integration among member states by enhancing their access to one
another's markets. Y et despite the importance of PTAs to international trade and
world politics, until now little attention has been focused on why governments
choose to join them and how governments design them. This book offers
valuable new insights into the political economy of PTA formation. Many
economists have argued that the roots of these agreements lie in the promise they
hold for improving the welfare of member states. Others have posited that trade
agreements are a response to global political conditions. Edward Mansfield and
Helen Milner argue that domestic politics provide a crucial impetusto the
decision by governments to enter trade pacts. Drawing on this argument, they
explain why democracies are more likely to enter PTAs than nondemocratic
regimes, and why as the number of veto players--interest groups with the power
to block policy change--increases in a prospective member state, the likelihood of
the state entering a trade agreement is reduced. The book provides a novel view
of the political foundations of trade agreements.
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Preferential trading arrangements (PTAS) play an increasingly prominent role in the global political
economy, two notable examples being the European Union and the North American Free Trade Agreement.
These agreements foster economic integration among member states by enhancing their access to one
another's markets. Y et despite the importance of PTAsto international trade and world politics, until now
little attention has been focused on why governments choose to join them and how governments design
them. This book offers valuable new insights into the political economy of PTA formation. Many economists
have argued that the roots of these agreements lie in the promise they hold for improving the welfare of
member states. Others have posited that trade agreements are aresponse to global political conditions.
Edward Mansfield and Helen Milner argue that domestic politics provide a crucial impetus to the decision by
governments to enter trade pacts. Drawing on this argument, they explain why democracies are more likely
to enter PTAs than nondemocratic regimes, and why as the number of veto players--interest groups with the
power to block policy change--increases in a prospective member state, the likelihood of the state entering a
trade agreement is reduced. The book provides a novel view of the political foundations of trade agreements.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[T]heirsis a magnificent book, among the most provocative written on the subject. . . . Nobody interested in
the political economy of trade can ignore this book. Without question, it will be widely read and cited, as it
deservesto be."--Kerry A. Chase, Review of I nternational Organizations

"Votes, Vetoes and the Palitical Economy of International Trade Agreements. . . stands as the most
comprehensive modern treatment of the domestic political economy of trade agreements. It is essential
reading for economists, political scientists, and policy analystsinterested in the trade agreements and the
evolution of the international trade system."--Pravin Krishna, Journal of Economic Literature

"Overall, thisis ahighly compelling book that deserves a wide readership. The authors managed to anticipate
and defuse many potential objections to their argument. Moreover, the empirical examination servesasa
model of excellent research.”--Andreas Dur, Perspectives on Politics

From the Back Cover

"This fine book by two leading political scientists provides an insightful ook at the domestic politics behind
preferential trading arrangements. The book is asignificant contribution to our understanding of these trade
agreements, and economists and political scientists alike will benefit from reading it."--Douglas I rwin,
Dartmouth College

"This book's topic is of tremendous importance to students and researchers in international relations,
international economics, and international law. Mansfield and Milner use a clear research design to
persuasively show that democratic countries are more likely to sign preferential trading arrangements, but
that as the number of veto players increases the likelihood of such agreements decreases."--Mark S.
Manger, author of Investing in Protection: The Politics of Preferential Trade Agreements between North
and South

"Preferential trading arrangements are an increasingly important component of the global political economy,
yet our understanding of their consequences far outstrips our knowledge of their origins. Mansfield and
Milner do much to rectify this situation. By combining penetrating theorizing, far-reaching data collection,
and rigorous analysis, they provide deep insights into how, when, and why democratic politics bring about
international trade agreements."--David L eblang, University of Virginia, coauthor of Democratic
Processes and Financial Markets

About the Author

Edward D. Mansfield is the Hum Rosen Professor of Political Science at the University of Pennsylvania.
Helen V. Milner isthe B. C. Forbes Professor of Public Affairs at Princeton University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Arthur Bennett:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they are still students or theideafor all peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Votes, Vetoes, and the Poalitical Economy of
International Trade Agreements. All type of book isit possible to see on many resources. Y ou can look for
the internet methods or other social media

Bobby Miller:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Votes, Vetoes,
and the Political Economy of International Trade Agreementsiskind of publication which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Micah Best:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. Aswe know those guides have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book V otes,
Vetoes, and the Palitical Economy of International Trade Agreements we can get more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Votes, Vetoes, and the
Political Economy of International Trade Agreements. Y ou can more pleasing than now.

Jacqueline Britt:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled
update of news. In this modern eralike today, many waysto get information are available for you actually.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Votes, Vetoes, and the Political Economy of International Trade Agreements
when you needed it?
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