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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
A drummer herself who has taught and performed on the frame drum for many years, Redmond has written
an engaging work on the history and meaning of female drumming in ancient spiritual traditions. She bases
her work on her travels to ancient sites and other research, tracing the role of sacred drumming from as far
back as the Paleolithic era (in the worship of the "Great Mother" or "Great Goddess") and in ancient
civilizations in the Near East, India, Greece, and Rome. Along the way, she unearths the first representation
of a framed drum at Catal Huyuk (in present-day Turkey), ca. 5600 B.C.E. Redmond even takes us through
the rise of Christianity, which silenced both women and drumming in worship, then concludes with the
reappearance of drumming in the modern age and its importance as a medium for transformation. Well
documented, with an excellent bibliography, this multifaceted study will have great appeal for all readers and
especially for music and women's studies collections.?Joan W. Gartland, Detroit P.L.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Women's spirituality circles have taken to drumming in a big way. Redmond has been a leader in
reintroducing the frame drum, which, she persuasively argues, has been an instrument of spiritual
transformation for millennia. Her marvelous book brings together mythology, history and prehistory,
personal experience, musical lore, and scientific information on the healthful effects of drumming. Scores of
illustrations show stately goddesses holding frame drums, wild maenads tossing their heads as they pound,
and priestesses sanctifying space with the rhythms they beat. Redmond's own story of learning drumming in
a society in which women are still actively discouraged from taking up the drums is a paradigm of female
experience. Wise and passionate, Redmond's book will find a ready audience, made up not only of those who
have attended her popular workshops but also of other women drawn to the ecstatic pulse of the drum.
Patricia Monaghan

From the Inside Flap
In this long-awaited, lavishly illustrated book, drummer Layne Redmond presents an empowering narrative
history of the sacred drum in the ancient Goddess civilization, using her extensive collection of images
gathered during more than five years of research and travel in the Mideast and Europe. 80 photos &
drawings.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing, they also
doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this When the Drummers Were
Women: A Spiritual History of Rhythm.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


John McDole:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love When the Drummers Were Women: A
Spiritual History of Rhythm, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.

Allen Mullinax:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving When the Drummers Were Women:
A Spiritual History of Rhythm that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick When the Drummers Were Women: A
Spiritual History of Rhythm become your starter.

Claudine Currie:

You may get this When the Drummers Were Women: A Spiritual History of Rhythm by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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