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“ The legend says that a long time ago we lived on land surrounded by water that
we couldn’t drink . . .” —Traditional beginning to Cherokee stories

Cherokee origin stories have been handed down over thousands of years. They
intertwine to form arich history of oral and artistic traditions that tell the
Cherokee story. The vast array of art objects unearthed from prehistoric mounds
throughout the southeastern United States evidence the antiquity of thisrich
cultura history. To some, these may be artifacts, but to the Cherokee people,
they are tribal history: objects that were touched by ancestors, ancestors who
have continued to teach their skills through gifts they left behind to be
discovered.

Stories in this book reflect how history has woven itself into the fabric of the
present. The stories are intimate and told by the artists, by family members, by
friendsin their own words. The telling will make you feel as though you are
fortunate enough to sit in the presence of the Cherokee artists, who intimately
share the story of themselves, of their art, who their family was, how they came
to be artists, who and what influenced them, and how their art reflects who they
are as Cherokee people. They are the Cherokee National Treasures.

The Cherokee National Treasure Award was established in 1988 by the Cherokee
Nation and the Cherokee National Historical Society. Currently, there are ninety-
four individuals who have been designated Cherokee National Treasures. They
have all been recognized not only for their roles as artisans, but also for their
roles as teachers, mentors, and advocates. The award recipients have preserved
and perpetuated traditional and contemporary artistic methods and practices,
ensuring that their arts and skills are not lost. These powerful stories of Cherokee
National Treasures are captivating and leave lasting impressions of Cherokee
life, values, and artistic traditions—cultural treasures that continue into the
twenty-first century.
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“ The legend says that a long time ago we lived on land surrounded by water that we couldn’t drink . .
. —Traditiona beginning to Cherokee stories

Cherokee origin stories have been handed down over thousands of years. They intertwine to form arich
history of oral and artistic traditions that tell the Cherokee story. The vast array of art objects unearthed from
prehistoric mounds throughout the southeastern United States evidence the antiquity of thisrich cultural
history. To some, these may be artifacts, but to the Cherokee people, they are tribal history: objects that were
touched by ancestors, ancestors who have continued to teach their skills through gifts they left behind to be
discovered.

Storiesin this book reflect how history has woven itself into the fabric of the present. The stories are intimate
and told by the artists, by family members, by friendsin their own words. The telling will make you feel as
though you are fortunate enough to sit in the presence of the Cherokee artists, who intimately share the story
of themselves, of their art, who their family was, how they came to be artists, who and what influenced them,
and how their art reflects who they are as Cherokee people. They are the Cherokee National Treasures.

The Cherokee National Treasure Award was established in 1988 by the Cherokee Nation and the Cherokee
National Historical Society. Currently, there are ninety-four individuals who have been designated Cherokee
National Treasures. They have al been recognized not only for their roles as artisans, but also for their roles
asteachers, mentors, and advocates. The award recipients have preserved and perpetuated traditional and
contemporary artistic methods and practices, ensuring that their arts and skills are not lost. These powerful
stories of Cherokee National Treasures are captivating and leave lasting impressions of Cherokee life,
values, and artistic traditions—cultural treasures that continue into the twenty-first century.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Shawna Morton Cain isadirect descendant of Frog Town, Georgia Cherokees forcibly removed to Indian
Territory in the early 1800's. A life-time resident of Cherokee Nation’s Trail of Tears District in Adair
County, Shawna and her husband, Roger, have chosen to continue traditional Cherokee art traditions closely
tied to their natural woodland environment. A doctoral candidate at the University of Arkansasin
Anthropology, Shawna stresses, “My Cher okee teachers from our home communities are just asintegral to
my graduate studies as my university teachers. Each provides me with a strong foundation to better
understand our peopl€’ s history, traditional knowledge systems and forms of artistic expression.” Awarded
thetitle of “Cherokee National Living Treasure” for her work in traditional basketry by the Cherokee Nation
in 2006, Cain continues to represent the Cherokee Nation as a master basket weaver and teacher.

Pamela Jumper Thurman, isthe granddaughter of three original Dawes Commission enrollees and has
spent agood part of her life living and working in the Cherokee Nation. This work, dating back to the late
1970's, included taking some of the artists featured in this book out to the smaller Cherokee communities to
teach otherstheir traditional artistry and perpetuate this valuable knowledge. Pamela holdsaPh.D. in

Clinical Psychology and is a published author of over eighty articles, book chapters, manuals and curricula
on various cultural and health topics. She has co-produced an educational DVD and has a so produced
numerous health focused Public Service Announcements targeting a national audience. Sheis an award
winning artist in both painting and jewelry and has exhibited at various museums and galleries throughout
the United States. She was honored and humbled to be a part of gathering the stories of these gifted artists for
this very important project.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Heather Goodson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Cherokee National Treasures. In Their Own Words can be your answer given it can beread by a
person who have those short extra time problems.

Barbara Lewis:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Cherokee National Treasures: In
Their Own Wordsis simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.



Wilda Alexander:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can aso bring usto around
the world. By the book Cherokee National Treasures: In Their Own Words we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Cherokee National
Treasures: In Their Own Words. Y ou can more inviting than now.

Jesus Jones:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Cherokee National Treasures. In Their Own Words when you essential it?
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