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Education is one of the hot-button issues of our time, heatedly debated by
parents, teachers, local school boards, and national politicians. But despite the
many measures taken to overhaul the educational system, student math and
reading scores rarely seem to improve. Taking the reader from the schools of
ancient times to the present day, this Very Short Introduction explains why
education has followed the path that it has taken-and what we might do to
improve it. Education expert Gary Thomas delves into some of the big questions
of education and the twists and turns the field has taken over time, looks at the
work of such key thinkers as Piaget and Vygotsky, and examines such recent
innovations as the introduction of progressive education in the 20th century and
the marketization of schools over the last few decades. Thomas repeatedly
returns to the question of why education has recently become so test-orientated
and he explores the consequences of this obsession with testing for children. He
also looks at moves that teachers and policy-makers have made to try to improve
what goes on in schools, from changing teaching so that it mirrors the way
children learn, to making schools more inclusive and meaningful for a broader
range of students.

About the Series;

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to awide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Poalitics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Education is one of the hot-button issues of our time, heatedly debated by parents, teachers, local school
boards, and national politicians. But despite the many measures taken to overhaul the educationa system,
student math and reading scores rarely seem to improve. Taking the reader from the schools of ancient times
to the present day, this Very Short Introduction explains why education has followed the path that it has
taken-and what we might do to improve it. Education expert Gary Thomas delves into some of the big
questions of education and the twists and turns the field has taken over time, looks at the work of such key
thinkers as Piaget and Vygotsky, and examines such recent innovations as the introduction of progressive
education in the 20th century and the marketization of schools over the last few decades. Thomas repeatedly
returns to the question of why education has recently become so test-orientated and he explores the
consequences of this obsession with testing for children. He also looks at moves that teachers and policy-
makers have made to try to improve what goes on in schools, from changing teaching so that it mirrors the
way children learn, to making schools more inclusive and meaningful for a broader range of students.

About the Series;

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politicsto Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply atextbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and compl ete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thomas manages to cover all the bases...without devolving into encyclopedic minutia. Highly
recommended.” --B. Justice of Rutgers University, Choice

About the Author

Gary Thomasis Professor in Education at the University of Birmingham. He has published many books and
articles on education and occasionally writes for the Times Higher Education Supplement.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Helen Palmer:

Within other case, little people like to read book Education: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about
how isimportant the book Education: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Y ou can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Sandy Holiday:

The particular book Education: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has alot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Melvin Robinson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Education: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)



why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Michael Palmateer:

As ascholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to thelibrary in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Education: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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