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proud to reissue this revision of a work that is so important a part of the literature
of deconstructive theology. Few religious thinkers have the philosophical
sophistication of this author. This book is profound in its ability to bring together
much of what is deepest and most disturbing in our age with the reality of a
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Editorial Review

Review
"...wonderful thing to have (Professor Winquist's) Epiphanies of Darkness available again. I think,
personally, that this is his best book, best because of the uncanny balance between a highly poetical
language, a language of rare beauty and emotional investment, on the one hand, and a penetrating theoretical
insight on the other, an insight that self-confidently charted the then-unexplored territory without ever failing
to maintain doubts about the possibility of such a pursuit." -- Ale Debeljak Chair-Department of Cultural
Studies, University of Ljubljana

From the Publisher
Charles E. Winquist is Thomas J. Watson Professor of Religion at Syracuse University. Epiphanies of
Darkness was published originally in 1986. The Davies group is proud to reissue this revision of a work that
is so important a part of the literature of deconstructive theology as a key title in our new series in
Philosophical and Cultural Studies in Religion.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Foreword: Turning the Ground: On Charles E. Winquist's Epiphanies of Darkness

Epiphanies of Darkness represents a searching and courageous appraisal of the state of theological discourse,
as well as a powerfully constructive intervention into that discourse, with the aim of a completely
reconstituting what we mean by theology. Winquist, and Mark C. Taylor are the two contemporary radical
theologians engaged in truly creative and constructive work who are pressing the boundaries of what
theology as a discipline is and can be, and who refuse to allow piety to pass for serious theological thinking.
The major difference between the two is that while Taylor has taken his theological insights and applied
them to various fields such as art, architecture, computer technology, advertising, media, and popular culture,
Winquist has brought such interdisciplinary breadth and insights to bear intensively and insistently on
theology itself.

Winquist is willing to risk all traditional self-understandings of theology in order to find it anew in strange
and wonderfully different forms. Theology is set adrift from confessional chores, and is not primarily
charged with defending unassailable church dogmas. Rather, theology deals with "ultimate concern" in a
Tillichian sense. Theology is the reflexive discourse by which thinking human beings ask what really matters
in their lives. Such a discourse is not a simple discourse, but immediately becomes implicated in a
bewildering complexity, because only a complex and variegated thinking can possibly be adequate to the
complexity of our experience and our lives. We live in the world as finite human beings, which is what
Winquist calls the middle of experience. Our lives are irreducibly social, embodied, burdened, tragic, and
filled with joy, and it is the empiricity of lived experience that Winquist never loses sight of even as he
navigates through the thickets of abstract theories and formulations.

Thinking matters because it is the only way conscious human beings have of making sense of their lives and
this thinking is in no way cut off from other aspects of experience, such as feeling, doing, loving, etc. Rather,
our concepts of thought must be enlarged and enriched in order to take all of these phenomena into account.
In fact, we are always already deeply engaged in life and experience whenever we are thinking, but
conscious concepts must articulate the relationship between the ideas and the experiences because we never
have simple access to the experiences themselves. That is, our immediate experience is always mediated by
language, or some form of symbolic representation.



Winquist does not eliminate lived experience from linguistic reality, but he stresses that whenever we refer to
our sensations, perceptions, or feelings, we are already caught up in a complex network of associations and
references which imply more or other than the experience in itself. For Winquist, then, the way to value the
experiences we have as well as the conscious thinking which reflects (on) them is not to simplify, purify or
purge our concepts and images of their evident linguistic connotations. This strategy only lashes one even
more surely to concepts, because an exclusive set of mediated concepts is then thought to provide immediate
access to reality. The only way to truly honor the significance of our experiences is to amplify the
associations and connections, and to allow our thinking to become as complex as possible. Rather than
isolating itself in a world of mere ideas, this attitude allows reality to pressure and distort thinking and to
make it truly creative. For Winquist, theology is ultimately about the creation of concepts with affective ties
to experience, concepts that make a difference in human thinking and living.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Wimmer:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Epiphanies of Darkness: Deconstruction in
Theology as your daily resource information.

Robert McKay:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Epiphanies of Darkness:
Deconstruction in Theology, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.

Ryan Young:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Epiphanies of Darkness: Deconstruction in Theology why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.



Jennifer Witherspoon:

This Epiphanies of Darkness: Deconstruction in Theology is great publication for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Epiphanies of Darkness: Deconstruction in Theology in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt this?
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