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Extraterrestrial Altruism examines a basic assumption of the Search for
Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI): that extraterrestrials will be transmitting
messages to us for our benefit. This question of whether extraterrestrials will be
altruistic has become increasingly important in recent years as SETI scientists
have begun contemplating transmissions from Earth to make contact.

Technological civilizations that transmit signals for the benefit of others, but with
no immediate gain for themselves, certainly seem to be altruistic. But does this
make biological sense? Should we expect altruism to evolve throughout the
cosmos, or is this only wishful thinking? Is it dangerous to send messages to
other worlds, as Stephen Hawking has suggested, or might humankind benefit
from an exchange with intelligence elsewhere in the galaxy? Would
extraterrestrial societies be based on different ethical principles, or would we see
commonalities with Earthly notions of morality? Extraterrestrial Altruism
explores these and related questions about the motivations of civilizations beyond
Earth, providing new insights that are critical for SETI.

Chapters are authored by leading scholars from diverse disciplines?anthropology,
astronomy, biology, chemistry, computer science, cosmology, engineering,
history of science, law, philosophy, psychology, public policy, and sociology.
The book is carefully edited by Douglas Vakoch, Director of Interstellar Message
Composition at the SETI Institute and professor of clinical psychology at the
California Institute of Integral Studies. The Foreword is by Frank Drake.

This interdisciplinary book will benefit everybody trying to understand whether
evolution and ethics are unique to Earth, or whether they are built into the fabric
of the universe.
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Extraterrestrial Altruism examines a basic assumption of the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI):
that extraterrestrials will be transmitting messages to us for our benefit. This question of whether
extraterrestrials will be altruistic has become increasingly important in recent years as SETI scientists have
begun contemplating transmissions from Earth to make contact.

Technological civilizations that transmit signals for the benefit of others, but with no immediate gain for
themselves, certainly seem to be altruistic. But does this make biological sense? Should we expect altruism
to evolve throughout the cosmos, or is this only wishful thinking? Is it dangerous to send messages to other
worlds, as Stephen Hawking has suggested, or might humankind benefit from an exchange with intelligence
elsewhere in the galaxy? Would extraterrestrial societies be based on different ethical principles, or would
we see commonalities with Earthly notions of morality? Extraterrestrial Altruism explores these and related
questions about the motivations of civilizations beyond Earth, providing new insights that are critical for
SETI.

Chapters are authored by leading scholars from diverse disciplines?anthropology, astronomy, biology,
chemistry, computer science, cosmology, engineering, history of science, law, philosophy, psychology,
public policy, and sociology. The book is carefully edited by Douglas Vakoch, Director of Interstellar
Message Composition at the SETI Institute and professor of clinical psychology at the California Institute of
Integral Studies. The Foreword is by Frank Drake.

This interdisciplinary book will benefit everybody trying to understand whether evolution and ethics are
unique to Earth, or whether they are built into the fabric of the universe.
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Editorial Review

Review

From the book reviews:

“This volume, edited by Vakoch (SETI Institute; California Institute of Integral Studies) is an unusual
collection of 19 articles by researchers in diverse fields such as anthropology, astrophysics, history of
science, engineering, computer science, environmental science, psychology, philosophy, nuclear warfare,
and dolphin research. … This book gives a broad perspective on the human condition and will be enjoyable
to readers with a wide range of interests. Summing Up: Highly recommended. All academic, general, and
professional readers.” (T. Barker, Choice, Vol. 52 (4), December, 2014)

From the Back Cover

Extraterrestrial Altruism examines a basic assumption of the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI):
that extraterrestrials will be transmitting messages to us for our benefit. This question of whether
extraterrestrials will be altruistic has become increasingly important in recent years as SETI scientists have
begun contemplating transmissions from Earth to make contact.

Should we expect altruism to evolve throughout the cosmos, or is this only wishful thinking? Would this
make biological sense? Is it dangerous to send messages to other worlds, as Stephen Hawking has suggested?
Would extraterrestrial societies be based on different ethical principles? Extraterrestrial Altruism explores
these and related questions about the motivations of civilizations beyond Earth, providing new insights that
are critical for SETI.

Chapters are authored by leading scholars from diverse disciplines?anthropology, astronomy, biology,
chemistry, computer science, cosmology, engineering, history of science, law, philosophy, psychology,
public policy, and sociology. The book is carefully edited by Douglas Vakoch, Director of Interstellar
Message Composition at the SETI Institute and professor of clinical psychology at the California Institute of
Integral Studies. The Foreword is by Frank Drake.

This interdisciplinary book will benefit everybody trying to understand whether evolution and ethics are
unique to Earth, or whether they are built into the fabric of the universe.

About the Author

Douglas A. Vakoch, Ph.D., is Director of Interstellar Message Composition at the SETI Institute, as well as
Professor of Clinical Psychology at the California Institute of Integral Studies. He serves as chair of both the
International Academy of Astronautics (IAA) Study Group on Interstellar Message Construction and the
IAA Study Group on Active SETI: Scientific, Technical, Societal, and Legal Dimensions. Through his
membership in the International Institute of Space Law, Dr. Vakoch examines policy issues related to
interstellar communication. His research spans the fields of psychology, anthropology, environmental
studies, and space sciences, and his books include Psychology of Space Exploration: Contemporary
Research in Historical Perspective (NASA, 2011); Communication with Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SUNY
Press, 2011); Ecofeminism and Rhetoric: Critical Perspectives on Sex, Technology, and Discourse
(Berghahn Books, 2011); Feminist Ecocriticism: Environment, Women, and Literature (Lexington Books,



2012); Altruism in Cross-Cultural Perspective (Springer, 2013); On Orbit and Beyond: Psychological
Perspectives on Human Spaceflight (Springer, 2013); Archaeology, Anthropology, and Interstellar
Communication (NASA, 2013); and Astrobiology, History, and Society: Life Beyond Earth and the Impact of
Discovery (Springer, 2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Sotomayor:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Extraterrestrial Altruism: Evolution and Ethics in the
Cosmos (The Frontiers Collection). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important any book Extraterrestrial Altruism: Evolution and Ethics in the Cosmos (The
Frontiers Collection). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we
are able to open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Timothy Payne:

The book Extraterrestrial Altruism: Evolution and Ethics in the Cosmos (The Frontiers Collection) give you
a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book Extraterrestrial Altruism: Evolution and Ethics in the Cosmos (The Frontiers Collection)
to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a publication
Extraterrestrial Altruism: Evolution and Ethics in the Cosmos (The Frontiers Collection). Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Latoya Palos:

The book Extraterrestrial Altruism: Evolution and Ethics in the Cosmos (The Frontiers Collection) will bring
one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try
to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Extraterrestrial Altruism: Evolution and
Ethics in the Cosmos (The Frontiers Collection) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Rebecca Bonnett:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Extraterrestrial Altruism:
Evolution and Ethics in the Cosmos (The Frontiers Collection) that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people



to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Extraterrestrial
Altruism: Evolution and Ethics in the Cosmos (The Frontiers Collection) become your own personal starter.
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