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Who were the Native Americans? Where did they come from and how long ago?
Did they have a history, and would they have a future? Questions such as these
dominated intellectual life in the United States during the nineteenth century.
And for many Americans, such questions about the original inhabitants of their
homeland inspired a flurry of historical investigation, scientific inquiry, and
heated political debate.

History's Shadow traces the struggle of Americans trying to understand the
people who originally occupied the continent claimed as their own. Steven Conn
considers how the question of the Indian compelled Americans to abandon older
explanatory frameworks for sovereignty like the Bible and classical literature and
instead develop new ones. Through their engagement with Native American
language and culture, American intellectuals helped shape and define the
emerging fields of archaeology, ethnology, linguistics, and art. But more
important, the questions posed by the presence of the Indian in the United States
forced Americans to confront the meaning of history itself, both that of Native
Americans and their own: how it should be studied, what drove its processes, and
where it might ultimately lead. The encounter with Native Americans, Conn
argues, helped give rise to a distinctly American historical consciousness.

A work of enormous scope and intellect, History's Shadow will speak to anyone
interested in Native Americans and their profound influence on our cultural
imagination.

“History’s Shadow is an intelligent and comprehensive look at the place of
Native Americans in Euro-American’s intellectual history. . . . Examining
literature, painting, photography, ethnology, and anthropology, Conn mines the
written record to discover how non-Native Americans thought about Indians.”
—Joy S. Kasson, Los Angeles Times
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Who were the Native Americans? Where did they come from and how long ago? Did they have a history,
and would they have a future? Questions such as these dominated intellectual life in the United States during
the nineteenth century. And for many Americans, such questions about the original inhabitants of their
homeland inspired a flurry of historical investigation, scientific inquiry, and heated political debate.

History's Shadow traces the struggle of Americans trying to understand the people who originally occupied
the continent claimed as their own. Steven Conn considers how the question of the Indian compelled
Americans to abandon older explanatory frameworks for sovereignty like the Bible and classical literature
and instead develop new ones. Through their engagement with Native American language and culture,
American intellectuals helped shape and define the emerging fields of archaeology, ethnology, linguistics,
and art. But more important, the questions posed by the presence of the Indian in the United States forced
Americans to confront the meaning of history itself, both that of Native Americans and their own: how it
should be studied, what drove its processes, and where it might ultimately lead. The encounter with Native
Americans, Conn argues, helped give rise to a distinctly American historical consciousness.

A work of enormous scope and intellect, History's Shadow will speak to anyone interested in Native
Americans and their profound influence on our cultural imagination.

“History’s Shadow is an intelligent and comprehensive look at the place of Native Americans in Euro-
American’s intellectual history. . . . Examining literature, painting, photography, ethnology, and
anthropology, Conn mines the written record to discover how non-Native Americans thought about Indians.”
—Joy S. Kasson, Los Angeles Times
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Editorial Review

Review

“History’s Shadow is an intelligent and comprehensive look at the place of Native Americans in Euro-
Americans' intellectual history during the period bracketed by the Lewis and Clark expedition at the
beginning of the 19th century and the Wounded Knee massacre at its close. Examining literature, painting,
photography, ethnology, and anthropology, Conn mines the written record to discover how non-Native
Americans thought about Indians and what influence those ideas had upon the development of American
science, social science, and history. . . . The most fascinating aspect of Conn’s book is his account of the rise
of anthropology and the ways in which the ‘scientific’ study of culture erased the history of the native
peoples as well as the story of Euro-American responsibility for their condition.”—Joy S. Kasson, Los
Angeles Times

(Joy S. Kasson Los Angeles Times)
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From the Inside Flap
Who were the Native Americans? Where did they come from and how long ago? Did they have a history,
and would they have a future? Questions such as these dominated intellectual life in the United States during
the nineteenth century. And for many Americans, such questions about the original inhabitants of their
homeland inspired a flurry of historical investigation, scientific inquiry, and heated political debate.
"History's Shadow" traces the struggle of Americans trying to understand the people who originally occupied
the continent claimed as their own. Steven Conn considers how the question of the Indian compelled
Americans to abandon older explanatory frameworks for sovereignty like the Bible and classical literature
and instead develop new ones. Through their engagement with Native American language and culture,
American intellectuals helped shape and define the emerging fields of archaeology, ethnology, linguistics,
and art. But more important, the questions posed by the presence of the Indian in the United States forced
Americans to confront the meaning of history itself, both that of Native Americans and their own: how it
should be studied, what drove its processes, and where it might ultimately lead. The encounter with Native
Americans, Conn argues, helped give rise to a distinctly American historical consciousness.
A work of enormous scope and intellect, "History's Shadow" will speak to anyone interested in Native
Americans and their profound influence on our cultural imagination.

About the Author

Steven Conn is associate professor of history at Ohio State University. He is the author of American
Museums and Intellectual Life, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



William Reeves:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book History's Shadow: Native
Americans and Historical Consciousness in the Nineteenth Century. All type of book are you able to see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Sonia Shipley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this History's Shadow: Native Americans and
Historical Consciousness in the Nineteenth Century book written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question History's
Shadow: Native Americans and Historical Consciousness in the Nineteenth Century as good book not just by
the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Henry Howell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The History's Shadow: Native Americans and Historical Consciousness in the Nineteenth
Century will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This History's Shadow: Native
Americans and Historical Consciousness in the Nineteenth Century can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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