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Boldly challenging conventional wisdom, acclaimed science writer and Omni
magazine cofounder Dick Teresi traces the origins of contemporary science back
to their ancient roots in an eye-opening account and landmark work.
Thisinnovative history proves once and for al that the roots of modern science
were established centuries, and in some instances millennia, before the births of
Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton. In this enlightening, entertaining, and
important book, Teresi describes many discoveries from al over the non-Western
world -- Sumeria, Babylon, Egypt, India, China, Africa, Arab nations, the
Americas, and the Pacific islands -- that equaled and often surpassed Greek and
European learning in the fields of mathematics, astronomy, cosmology, physics,
geology, chemistry, and technology.

Thefirst extensive and authoritative multicultural history of science written for a
popular audience, Lost Discoveriesfillsacritical void in our scientific, cultural,
and intellectual history and is destined to become aclassic initsfield.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Did Nicolas Copernicus steal his notion that the earth orbited the sun from an Islamic astronomer who lived
three centuries earlier? " The jury is still out,” writes Dick Teresi, whose intriguing survey of the non-Western
roots of modern science offers several worthy arguments that Copernicus in fact ripped off Nasir a-Din al-
Tusi. Common belief isthat Westerners have been the mainspring of most scientific and technical
achievement, but in Lost Discoveries Teresi shows that other cultures had arrived at much of the same
knowledge at earlier dates. The Babylonians were using the Pythagorean theorem at least 15 centuries before
Pythagoras drew hisfirst triangle, and in A.D. 200 a Chinese mathematician calculated an incredibly
accurate value for pi. The Mayans and other Mesoamericans were outstanding sky watchers and stargazers.
The greatest advances occurred in math and astronomy, though Teresi aso devotes chapters to physics,
geology, chemistry, technology, and even cosmology. Sometimes he is a bit overeager to ascribe great
thoughts to long-dead people (he casually suggests that "many ancient cultures had inklings of quantum
theory™), but on the whole his book is areliable and fascinating guide to the unexplored field of multicultural
science. --John J. Miller

From Publishers Weekly

Science journalist Teresi (coauthor of The God Particle) has combed the literature to catal ogue the scientific
advances made by early non-Western societies and to determine their impact on Western science. His work
spans millennia and encompasses the full extent of the globe. He points out, for example, that five millennia
ago the Sumerians concluded that the earth was round. He also provides information on cultures of the
Middle East, India, China, Africaand Oceania, aswell as ahost of New World cultures, predominately those
of Mesoamerica. Throughout, readers learn that scientific knowledge of various sortsin diverse forms has
been a part of al cultures. In chapters on mathematics, astronomy, cosmology, physics, geology, chemistry
and technology, Teresi makes a convincing argument that Western science has often been indebted to
advances made elsewhere (mineralogy was studied in Africaas early as 5000 B.C.). Teresi isat his strongest
in the section on mathematics, where he discusses the evolution of Arabic numerals from the ancient Indians
and the earliest conceptualizations of zero and infinity. Much less compelling are his assertions that early
societies foreshadowed the ideas of quantum mechanics. Although abit uneven, Teresi offers a great deal of
fascinating material largely ignored by many histories of science.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

What aterrific read! Teresi, areviewer, essayist, and cofounder of Omni magazine, brings to light the many
fascinating advances made by ancient, non-Western cultures. If you think that modern science is rooted in
the golden age of Greece, you owe it to yourself to read his book. Supported by exhaustive research and a
board of expert advisers, the author details the rich intellectual gifts from peoples whose histories are often
neglected by our Eurocentric culture. He explores important contributions in the areas of mathematics,
astronomy, cosmology, physics, geology, chemistry, and technology made by Pacific |slanders, Africans,
Chinese, Indians, Arabs, and others. While it is an excellent multidisciplinary text for college-level classes,
Teresi'swork will also appeal to readers interested in science and intrigued by cultural histories. Extensive
notes and a selected bibliography are organized by discipline. A wonderful addition to both academic and
public libraries. Denise Hamilton, Franklin Pierce Call. Lib., Rindge, NH

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jerry Gavin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled L ost Discoveries. The Ancient Roots of Modern Science--from the
Babylonians to the Maya. Try to face the book Lost Discoveries: The Ancient Roots of Modern Science--
from the Babylonians to the Maya as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need
to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

James Ames:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you thiskind of Lost Discoveries:
The Ancient Roots of Modern Science--from the Babylonians to the Maya book as starter and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ruth Westlund:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read the book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a e-book. The book Lost Discoveries. The Ancient Roots of Modern Science--from
the Babylonians to the Mayaiit is extremely good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring
this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mOore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Shannon Thomas;

Isit you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day ssimply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lost Discoveries: The Ancient Roots of
Modern Science--from the Babylonians to the Maya can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you
know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new erais common not a
geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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