
Meanwhile Back at the Ranch : A Novel

By Kinky Friedman

Meanwhile Back at the Ranch : A Novel By Kinky Friedman

It's a case of missing kid and missing kitty when Kinky Friedman, private dick
extraordinaire and animal lover nonpareil, attempts to find a young, autistic New
York boy and a three-legged Texas cat named Lucky, both of whom have
disappeared. Something is rotten in both the states of New York and Texas, and
Kinky takes it upon himself to locate not one, but two of God's creatures who
have gone astray. Dylan Weinberg is an eleven-year-old boy with a rare form of
autism -- a pint-sized stock-market wizard who can only utter one word, "Shnay."
He's on a multitude of medications, and one night his father wakes up to find
Dylan perched over his bed like some preteen zombie, clutching a pair of scissors
and cutting up the sheets. Since that evening, two weeks ago, Dylan has been
missing, and the cops have no leads -- and apparently not much interest. That's
why, in an absolute last-resort maneuver, the family has called in Kinky to the
rescue. And speaking of rescue, Kinky's second missing person -- make that
missing pussy -- case comes courtesy of his Cousin Nancy (no relationship),
who, along with Kinky, helped found the Utopia Animal Rescue Ranch in
Utopia, Texas. Lucky, the three-legged cat -- and unofficial mascot of the ranch -
- is gone, the victim of an apparent kittynapping. Cousin Nancy is convinced the
feline is either in the hands of some nasty, contentious neighbors or is being
sacrificed by a satanic cult. No matter what, she wants Kinky to find Lucky
before he becomes coyote chow. It's an uneven dilemma for Kinky -- stay in
town and concentrate on finding a sick, missing child (and concentrate, too, on
Julia, said child's beautiful, long-legged sister), orhotfoot off to Texas, to help
calm down the frantic Cousin Nancy who's this close to proclaiming Lucky's
been abducted by aliens. Kinky puts his trust in his faithful companion, Village
Irregular Steve Rambam, to help find the little boy while Kinky hightails it to
Utopia, Texas, where Nancy provides him with two witnesses to the alleged
crime -- a dim-sighted eighty-year-old lady named Josephine and a frisky canine
named Mr. Magoo. Back in New York, Rambam has no clue where Dylan might
be, but he is becoming increasingly sure that Julia is the Jewish answer to his
romantic prayers. Kinky warns him to put the wedding plans on hold and track
down Hattie Mamajello, Dylan's former nanny, but it's too little too late when
Hattie is pushed off a subway platform and killed. The confusion generated by
these two disparate cases is enough to drive a dick to drink -- which Kinky is
happy to do -- but he's still got a missing kid and a missing kitty on his cigar-
stained hands to locate before (a) Rambam whisks Julia off to Vegas for a
quickie wedding and (b) Cousin Nancy calls in the FBI, the CIA, and the Mossad
to find her Lucky. Meanwhile, back at the ranch, aided and abetted by a few four-
legged friends, the mystery of the purloined kitty continues to grow. Then it's
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back to the wilds of midtown Manhattan and the even wilder wilds of Sche-
nectady, New York, where, in their search for the missing boy, Kinky and his
two-legged cohort find themselves at an orphanage Dickens would be proud of.
True to Kinky's form, and informed with truth, "Meanwhile Back at the Ranch"
is a wild and woolly (and furry) ride from a true original, and entertainment at its
most outrageous.
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lover nonpareil, attempts to find a young, autistic New York boy and a three-legged Texas cat named Lucky,
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over his bed like some preteen zombie, clutching a pair of scissors and cutting up the sheets. Since that
evening, two weeks ago, Dylan has been missing, and the cops have no leads -- and apparently not much
interest. That's why, in an absolute last-resort maneuver, the family has called in Kinky to the rescue. And
speaking of rescue, Kinky's second missing person -- make that missing pussy -- case comes courtesy of his
Cousin Nancy (no relationship), who, along with Kinky, helped found the Utopia Animal Rescue Ranch in
Utopia, Texas. Lucky, the three-legged cat -- and unofficial mascot of the ranch -- is gone, the victim of an
apparent kittynapping. Cousin Nancy is convinced the feline is either in the hands of some nasty, contentious
neighbors or is being sacrificed by a satanic cult. No matter what, she wants Kinky to find Lucky before he
becomes coyote chow. It's an uneven dilemma for Kinky -- stay in town and concentrate on finding a sick,
missing child (and concentrate, too, on Julia, said child's beautiful, long-legged sister), orhotfoot off to
Texas, to help calm down the frantic Cousin Nancy who's this close to proclaiming Lucky's been abducted
by aliens. Kinky puts his trust in his faithful companion, Village Irregular Steve Rambam, to help find the
little boy while Kinky hightails it to Utopia, Texas, where Nancy provides him with two witnesses to the
alleged crime -- a dim-sighted eighty-year-old lady named Josephine and a frisky canine named Mr. Magoo.
Back in New York, Rambam has no clue where Dylan might be, but he is becoming increasingly sure that
Julia is the Jewish answer to his romantic prayers. Kinky warns him to put the wedding plans on hold and
track down Hattie Mamajello, Dylan's former nanny, but it's too little too late when Hattie is pushed off a
subway platform and killed. The confusion generated by these two disparate cases is enough to drive a dick
to drink -- which Kinky is happy to do -- but he's still got a missing kid and a missing kitty on his cigar-
stained hands to locate before (a) Rambam whisks Julia off to Vegas for a quickie wedding and (b) Cousin
Nancy calls in the FBI, the CIA, and the Mossad to find her Lucky. Meanwhile, back at the ranch, aided and
abetted by a few four-legged friends, the mystery of the purloined kitty continues to grow. Then it's back to
the wilds of midtown Manhattan and the even wilder wilds of Sche-nectady, New York, where, in their
search for the missing boy, Kinky and his two-legged cohort find themselves at an orphanage Dickens would
be proud of. True to Kinky's form, and informed with truth, "Meanwhile Back at the Ranch" is a wild and
woolly (and furry) ride from a true original, and entertainment at its most outrageous.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Consistently irreverent, politically incorrect and more than a little outrageous, the Kinkster's 15th effort (after
2001's Steppin' on a Rainbow), while it may please his fans, is unlikely to win any new ones, as it's just a bit
thin in the telling. Reading a Friedman novel is like listening to a hip monologue where some of the jokes
work, some don't. Reading a Friedman novel is like being thrust into a hellzapoppin' world where reality is
the only uncertainty. The ultimate effect, however, is amiable. The author's compassion for the underdog and
love of animals are clear. Kinky has three cases to handle and he has catalogued them with the names of the
Three Stooges. "Larry" involves a missing autistic boy, 11-year-old Dylan Weinberg, who speaks only one
word, "Schnay," which is the clue to the mystery that surrounds him. "Moe" concerns a serial killer, whom
Kinky and his buddy, Rambam, stake out. And finally there's "Curly," which focuses on the disappearance of
a three-legged cat named Lucky. Lucky is of great sentimental value to Kinky's cousin Nancy, who helps run
the Utopia Animal Rescue Ranch (a real place), where unwanted animals are allowed to live out their lives.
One of the cases comes to nothing, while another produces an unexpected corpse. It takes Friedman half the
book to build a momentum, but once begun it moves well to a credible conclusion. The cat, incidentally, says
nothing.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Kinky has his hands full he must track down an autistic child and his wayward cat, Lucky.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The real Kinky Friedman has enlisted First Lady and fellow Texan, Laura Bush, in his humanitarian effort to
raise money for an organization near and dear to his cold, cold heart, the Utopia Rescue Ranch in Medina,
Texas, an animal shelter. And here, in Friedman's fifteenth installment in the mystery series starring himself
as private eye, the fictional Kinkster shuttles between upstate New York and his native Texas in his efforts to
solve two cases: one involving a missing 11-year-old autistic child who only says the word shnay and the
other concerning a three-legged cat named Lucky, missing from the ranch. What could have been a
shameless plug for the shelter is, instead, a heartfelt and compassionate call for the care of the misfits of this
crazy world. Friedman expertly, and not at all heavy-handedly, ties the two cases together with his depictions
of a Dickensian orphanage and the animal shelter that lives up to its name. And, of course, there is plenty of
the Kinkster's curmudgeonly wit and offbeat observations. Perhaps the most coherent novel in a flamboyant
series. Benjamin Segedin
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Regina Laporte:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Meanwhile Back
at the Ranch : A Novel suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The
book untitled Meanwhile Back at the Ranch : A Novelis one of several books that everyone read now. This
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape
that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people
can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
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now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Florence Williams:

The particular book Meanwhile Back at the Ranch : A Novel has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
scanning this book.

Dorothea Profitt:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Meanwhile Back at the Ranch : A Novel can give you a lot of
buddies because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Meanwhile Back at the Ranch : A Novel.

Ralph Sanchez:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This e-book Meanwhile Back at the Ranch : A Novel was filled about science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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