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“The best book about America’s first modern secret service.”
--Washington Post Book World

In the months before World War II, FDR prepared the country for conflict with
Germany and Japan by reshuffling various government agencies to create the
Office of Strategic Services--America’s first intelligence agency and the direct
precursor to the CIA. When he charged William (“Wild Bill”) Donovan, a
successful Wall Street lawyer and Wilkie Republican, to head up the office, the
die was set for some of the most fantastic and fascinating operations the U.S.
government has ever conducted. Author Richard Harris Smith, himself an ex-
CIA hand, documents the controversial agency from its conception as a spin-off
of the Office of the Coordinator for Information to its demise under Harry
Truman and reconfiguration as the CIA.
During his tenure, Donovan oversaw a chaotic cast of some ten thousand agents
drawn from the most conservative financial scions to the country’s most
idealistic New Deal true believers. Together they usurped the roles of
government agencies both foreign and domestic, concocted unbelievably
complicated conspiracies, and fought the good fight against the Axis powers of
Germany and Japan. For example, when OSS operatives stole vital military
codebooks from the Japanese embassy in Portugal, the operation was considered
a success. But the success turned into a flop as the Japanese discovered what had
happened, and hastily
changed a code that had already been decrypted by the U.S. Navy.
Colorful personalities and truly priceless anecdotes abound in what may
arguably be called the most authoritative work on the subject.
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“The best book about America’s first modern secret service.”
--Washington Post Book World

In the months before World War II, FDR prepared the country for conflict with Germany and Japan by
reshuffling various government agencies to create the Office of Strategic Services--America’s first
intelligence agency and the direct precursor to the CIA. When he charged William (“Wild Bill”) Donovan, a
successful Wall Street lawyer and Wilkie Republican, to head up the office, the die was set for some of the
most fantastic and fascinating operations the U.S. government has ever conducted. Author Richard Harris
Smith, himself an ex-CIA hand, documents the controversial agency from its conception as a spin-off of the
Office of the Coordinator for Information to its demise under Harry Truman and reconfiguration as the CIA.
During his tenure, Donovan oversaw a chaotic cast of some ten thousand agents drawn from the most
conservative financial scions to the country’s most idealistic New Deal true believers. Together they usurped
the roles of government agencies both foreign and domestic, concocted unbelievably complicated
conspiracies, and fought the good fight against the Axis powers of Germany and Japan. For example, when
OSS operatives stole vital military codebooks from the Japanese embassy in Portugal, the operation was
considered a success. But the success turned into a flop as the Japanese discovered what had happened, and
hastily
changed a code that had already been decrypted by the U.S. Navy.
Colorful personalities and truly priceless anecdotes abound in what may
arguably be called the most authoritative work on the subject.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The best book about America's first modern secret service . . . Smith, combining the style of a journalist
with the scholarly approach of the political scientist, has provided an excellent overview of the role of OSS
during the two-front war against Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan . . . Tracing the names, the half-
submerged links between the intelligence community and what Richard Rovere has called the American
Establishment, is what makes Smith's book so fascinating and valuable."--Washington Post Book World

"Smith's absorbing book is really an introduction to what the OSS and its crew of generally exceptionally
able and imaginative employees was all about."--Foreign Service Journal

"He describes how the OSS figured in, and was related to, the whole diplomatic and military history of the
war."--Annals

From the Back Cover

In the months before World War II, FDR prepared the country for conflict with Germany and Japan
by reshuffling various government agencies to create the Office of Strategic Services-America's
first intelligence agency and the direct precursor to the CIA. When he charged William ("Wild Bill")
Donovan, a successful Wall Street lawyer and Willkie Republican, to head up the office, the stage
was set for some of the most fantastic and fascinating operations the U.S. government has ever
conducted. Author Richard Harris Smith, himself an ex-CIA hand, documents the controversial
agency from its conception as a spin-off of the Office of the Coordinator for Information to its
demise under Harry Truman and reconfiguration as the CIA.
During his tenure, Donovan oversaw a chaotic cast of some ten thousand agents drawn from the
most conservative financial scions to the country's most idealistic New Deal true believers.
Together they usurped the roles of government agencies both foreign and domestic, concocted
unbelievably complicated conspiracies, and fought the good fight against the Axis powers of
Germany and Japan. For example, when OSS operatives stole vital military codebooks from the
Japanese embassy in Portugal, the operation was considered a success. But the success turned
into a flop as the Japanese discovered what had happened, and hastily changed a code that had
already been decrypted by the U.S. Navy.
Colorful personalities and truly priceless anecdotes abound in what may arguably be called the
most authoritative work on the subject.

About the Author

Richard Harris Smith began writing this history of the OSS after resigning from the CIA in 1968. He now
deals in rare and antique American books and lives with his daughter in California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Benjamin Holmes:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular OSS: The Secret History of
America's First Central Intelligence Agency to read.

Marian Sheffield:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The OSS: The Secret History of America's First Central Intelligence Agency provide
you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Daniel Colon:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like OSS: The Secret History of
America's First Central Intelligence Agency which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.

Mary Adam:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific OSS: The Secret History of America's First
Central Intelligence Agency can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have OSS:
The Secret History of America's First Central Intelligence Agency.
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