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This anthology is the most ambitious, comprehensive, and authoritative English-
language sourcebook of Korean civilization ever assembled. Encompassing
social intellectual, religious, and literary traditions from ancient times through
World War II, this collection reveals the grand corpus of thought, beliefs, and
customs unique to the Korean people. Volume I features three major periods of
Korean history: the Three Kingdoms and Unified Silla (57 B.C.--935), Koryo
(918--1392), and Early Choson (1392-1600). Each section begins with a broad
historical introduction to provide context and perspective, and contains
representative writings from the era, with commentary, background, and analysis.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Despite their position between China and Japan, Koreans have developed a unique culture with a strong
sense of national identity. While works in English on Korean art and history have been available for many
years, Korean primary source materials in English have not. Lee (Korean and comparative literature, UCLA)
and his colleagues have compiled the most extensive English-language anthology of Korean primary sources
to date. The work has been produced in two volumes: Volume 1 (1993) covers the period up to the 16th
century; Volume 2 covers materials from the 17th century to the modern period. The writings selected for
translation include Buddhist scriptures, works of philosophy, contemporary histories, popular literature,
critiques of European science and religion, works on music, and various proposals for reform. The
introduction to Volume 2 gives an excellent overview of the history of the two eras covered?the late Choson
and the modern period beginning after 1860 and ending in 1945. Recommended for academic libraries and
larger public libraries with a readership interest in Korean studies.?Robert James Andrews, Duluth P.L.,
Minn.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"The Sourcebook of Korean Civilization" should go a long way toward remedying the lack of reliable source
material translated into English. We are fortunate that Peter Lee and his colleagues have been willing to
devote their great scholarly talents to the compiling of such a rich anthology, presenting a wide range of
materials on Korean history, society, religion, and thought.

" "The Sourcebook of Korean Civilization" should go a long way toward remedying the lack of reliable
source material translated into English. We are fortunate that Peter Lee and his colleagues have been willing
to devote their great scholarly talents to the compiling of such a rich anthology, presenting a wide range of
materials on Korean history, society, religion, and thought." -- Wm. Theodore de Bary

About the Author
Peter H. Lee is Professor of Korean and Comparative Literature and Chair of the Department of East Asian
Languages and Cultures at the University of California, Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amanda Dell:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Sourcebook of Korean Civilization, Vol. 1:
From Early Times to the Sixteenth Century (Introduction to Asian Civilizations) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.



Young Legg:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Sourcebook of Korean Civilization, Vol. 1: From Early Times
to the Sixteenth Century (Introduction to Asian Civilizations) as your daily resource information.

Jason Ayers:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Sourcebook of Korean Civilization, Vol. 1: From Early Times to the Sixteenth Century (Introduction to
Asian Civilizations) provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Raymond Floyd:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Sourcebook of Korean Civilization, Vol. 1: From
Early Times to the Sixteenth Century (Introduction to Asian Civilizations) can give you a lot of friends
because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Sourcebook of Korean Civilization, Vol. 1: From Early Times to the
Sixteenth Century (Introduction to Asian Civilizations).
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