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We all know the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, but what was the
gospel of Jesus? That is, what was the original "good news' the first disciples
heard from Jesus? What did Jesus really say that started the dramatic movement
in Galilee that grew to become the largest religion in the world?

Jesus's origina gospel has been lost from sight, hidden behind the version
preferred by the church. We have put him on a pedestal, rather than walked in his
footsteps. In The Gospel of Jesus, James M. Robinson, the preeminent expert on
the earliest sources of information about Jesus, provides the primary textsin all
their unvarnished honesty to get to the true historical message of Jesus -- what
Raobinson calls "a brittle, upsetting, comforting, challenging gospel." The Gospel
of Jesusdraws on a combination of the most ancient and authentic texts to reveal
what Jesus really said and to illuminate what he may still have to say to us today.

Robinson addresses such provocative questions as:

¢ What can we know about Jesus's childhood

¢ and youth?

e What was his family like?

¢ What sort of education did he receive?

¢ How observant a Jew was he?

¢ What do we know about his sex life?

¢ What do we know about hisrelation to Mary Magdalene?
¢ What was John the Baptist'simpact on him?

e What message did Jesus really preach?

¢ What do we know about his crucifixion?

e Why did hisfollowers believe so fervently in his resurrection?

Drawing on the earliest Gospel, Mark, plus the source for Matthew and L uke,
known as"Q," aswell as from Jewish sources such as the Dead Sea Scrolls and
the ancient extra-biblical Gnostic texts discovered at Nag Hammadi, Robinson
not only reconstructs the good news Jesus preached and practiced two thousand
years ago, but shows how relevant his message till is -- and how we can apply it
to our livestoday. The Gospel of Jesus offers one of the most authentic and
stirring accounts ever written of the message preached by the figure whose
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followers today number more than two billion.
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We all know the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, but what was the gospel of Jesus? That is, what
was the original "good news" the first disciples heard from Jesus? What did Jesus really say that started the
dramatic movement in Galilee that grew to become the largest religion in the world?

Jesus's original gospel has been lost from sight, hidden behind the version preferred by the church. We have
put him on a pedestal, rather than walked in his footsteps. In The Gospel of Jesus, James M. Robinson, the
preeminent expert on the earliest sources of information about Jesus, provides the primary textsin all their
unvarnished honesty to get to the true historical message of Jesus -- what Robinson calls "a brittle, upsetting,
comforting, challenging gospel.” The Gospel of Jesusdraws on a combination of the most ancient and
authentic texts to reveal what Jesus really said and to illuminate what he may still have to say to ustoday.

Raobinson addresses such provocative questions as:

¢ What can we know about Jesus's childhood

and youth?

What was his family like?

What sort of education did he receive?

How observant a Jew was he?

What do we know about his sex life?

What do we know about his relation to Mary Magdalene?
What was John the Baptist's impact on him?

What message did Jesus really preach?

What do we know about his crucifixion?

Why did hisfollowers believe so fervently in his resurrection?

Drawing on the earliest Gospel, Mark, plus the source for Matthew and Luke, known as"Q," aswell asfrom
Jewish sources such as the Dead Sea Scrolls and the ancient extra-biblical Gnostic texts discovered at Nag
Hammadi, Robinson not only reconstructs the good news Jesus preached and practiced two thousand years
ago, but shows how relevant his message till is -- and how we can apply it to our lives today. The Gospel of
Jesus offers one of the most authentic and stirring accounts ever written of the message preached by the
figure whose followers today number more than two billion.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Like many others throughout history, Robinson thinks he knows what Jesus really preached. But considering
his credentials, he just may have a good head start. The former director of the Institute for Antiquity and
Christianity, he was the intimately involved in making the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Nag Hammadi Gnostic
gospels became part of the public discourse. He al'so organized the Internal Q Project that reconstructs the
original sayings of Jesus, and it isthis analysisin particular that has hel ped shaped his thesis. According to
Robinson, Jesus' original gospel is now obscured by the canonized literature. The message isintense and
simple: trust God to look out for you by providing people who will care for you, and listen to him when he
calls on you to provide for them. It isa"radical trust in and responsiveness to God" that can make society
function as God's kingdom. Much of the important writing takes place in the first couple of chapters, while
later chapters (including the complete Q sayings) bolster his theses. Although overly fond of exclamation
points, Robinson adds a valuabl e addition to the Jesus cannon. llene Cooper

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

James M. Robinson, consultant for this collection, iswidely known for his groundbreaking contribution as
the permanent secretary of UNESCO's International Committee for the Nag Hammadi codices, and his many
published works on Gnostic texts and the Sayings Gospel Q.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Amanda Haskin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Gospel of Jesus. A Historical Search for the Original Good News. Try
to face the book The Gospel of Jesus: A Historical Search for the Original Good News as your buddy. It
means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Shawn Howe:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Gospel of Jesus: A Historical Search
for the Original Good News will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored.
It isfar from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal
book with you?
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Marlyn Mdia:

The fedling that you get from The Gospel of Jesus: A Historical Search for the Original Good Newsisa
more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Gospel of Jesus: A Historical Search for the
Origina Good News giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveystheir point in
selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of thisguide is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this The Gospd of Jesus: A Historical Search for the Original Good News instantly.

Merlin Doyle:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read will be The Gospel of Jesus: A Historical Search for the Original Good News.
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