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One of the most acclaimed novels in recent memory, The Known World is a
daring and ambitious work by Pulitzer Prize winner Edward P. Jones.

The Known World tells the story of Henry Townsend, a black farmer and former
slave who falls under the tutelage of William Robbins, the most powerful man in
Manchester County, Virginia. Making certain he never circumvents the law,
Townsend runs his affairs with unusual discipline. But when death takes him
unexpectedly, his widow, Caldonia, can't uphold the estate's order, and chaos
ensues. Jones has woven a footnote of history into an epic that takes an
unflinching look at slavery in all its moral complexities.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Set in Manchester County, Virginia, 20 years before the Civil War began, Edward P. Jones's debut novel,
The Known World, is a masterpiece of overlapping plot lines, time shifts, and heartbreaking details of life
under slavery. Caldonia Townsend is an educated black slaveowner, the widow of a well-loved young farmer
named Henry, whose parents had bought their own freedom, and then freed their son, only to watch him buy
himself a slave as soon as he had saved enough money. Although a fair and gentle master by the standards of
the day, Henry Townsend had learned from former master about the proper distance to keep from one's
property. After his death, his slaves wonder if Caldonia will free them. When she fails to do so, but instead
breaches the code that keeps them separate from her, a little piece of Manchester County begins to unravel.
Impossible to rush through, The Known World is a complex, beautifully written novel with a large cast of
characters, rewarding the patient reader with unexpected connections, some reaching into the present day. --
Regina Marler

From Publishers Weekly
In a crabbed, powerful follow-up to his National Book Award-nominated short story collection (Lost in the
City), Jones explores an oft-neglected chapter of American history, the world of blacks who owned blacks in
the antebellum South. His fictional examination of this unusual phenomenon starts with the dying 31-year-
old Henry Townsend, a former slave-now master of 33 slaves of his own and more than 50 acres of land in
Manchester County, Va.-worried about the fate of his holdings upon his early death. As a slave in his youth,
Henry makes himself indispensable to his master, William Robbins. Even after Henry's parents purchase the
family's freedom, Henry retains his allegiance to Robbins, who patronizes him when he sets up shop as a
shoemaker and helps him buy his first slaves and his plantation. Jones's thorough knowledge of the legal and
social intricacies of slaveholding allows him to paint a complex, often startling picture of life in the region.
His richest characterizations-of Robbins and Henry-are particularly revealing. Though he is a cruel master to
his slaves, Robbins is desperately in love with a black woman and feels as much fondness for Henry as for
his own children; Henry, meanwhile, reads Milton, but beats his slaves as readily as Robbins does. Henry's
wife, Caldonia, is not as disciplined as her husband, and when he dies, his worst fears are realized: the
plantation falls into chaos. Jones's prose can be rather static and his phrasings ponderous, but his narrative
achieves crushing momentum through sheer accumulation of detail, unusual historical insight and generous
character writing.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Yorker
On a small plantation in Manchester County, Virginia, in the eighteen-fifties, a freed black man named
Henry Townsend lives with his wife and the thirty-three slaves he has bought, some with the help of his
former owner. This kaleidoscopic first novel depicts daily life for Henry and his friends ("members of a free
Negro class that, while not having the power of some whites, had been brought up to believe that they were
rulers waiting in the wings"); for the plantation's slaves, one of whom believes that he, too, will be
transformed into an owner after Henry's death; and for the county's white inhabitants, who coexist uneasily
with their slaves and their emancipated black neighbors. Jones has written a book of tremendous moral
intricacy: no relationship here is left unaltered by the bonds of ownership, and liberty eludes most of
Manchester County's residents, not just its slaves.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411


Grace Robinson:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Known World. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book The Known World. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Enoch Dutton:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Known World that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said
as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always
be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick
The Known World become your personal starter.

Earnest Koontz:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be study. The Known World can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those
short free time problems.

Sheila Dickerson:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Known World to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and
examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside
that the e-book The Known World can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of the time.
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