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In this remarkable work by seasoned scholar Lawrence Rosen, we follow the
fascinating intellectual developments of four ordinary Moroccans over the span
of forty years. Walking and talking with Haj Hamed Britel, Yaghnik Driss,
Hussein Qadir, and Shimon Benizri—in a country that, in a little over a century,
has gone from an underdeveloped colonial outpost to a modern Arab country in
the throes of economic growth and religious fervor—Rosen details a fascinating
plurality of viewpoints on culture, history, and the ways both can be dramatically
transformed.

Through the intellectual lives of these four men, this book explores a number of
interpretative and theoretical issues that have made Arab culture distinct,
especially in relationship to the West: how nothing is ever hard and fast, how
everything is relational and always a product of negotiation. It showcases the
vitality of the local in a global era, and it contrasts Arab notions of time, equality,
and self with those in the West. Likewise, Rosen unveils his own entanglement in
their world and the drive to keep the analysis of culture first and foremost, even
as his own life enmeshes itself in those of his study. An exploration of faith,
politics, history, and memory, this book highlights the world of everyday life in
Arab society in ways that challenge common notions and stereotypes. 
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Editorial Review

Review

“With this book, distinguished cultural anthropologist and brilliant writer Rosen offers an innovative, urbane,
and effective use of biography to write a multivoiced cultural history of Morocco. Rosen first imagined the
project nearly fifty years ago while conducting fieldwork in Sefrou during the time of the Six-Day War.
Ironically, tribal attachments are not disappearing as the world globalizes, which is a lesson many
cosmopolitan elites and politicians have been slow to learn and which makes this book and Rosen’s
provocative take-home message (‘there is safety in diversity’) not only relevant to current affairs but also
tantalizing.”
(Richard A. Shweder, University of Chicago)

“At a time when the world is weighed down by tensions among communities and religions that lead to
dangerous tendencies in many quarters to fall back on a narrow identity, here is a work that makes it clear
that there is no simple truth. Rosen, with the talent for which he is well known, gives a shining example of
what an ethnographic study can accomplish. Such a work makes it possible to counter preconceived and
oversimplified ideas about identity and demonstrates that human beings are capable of living with
complexity, religious diversity, and otherness. Thanks to the surprising proximity to his subjects, Rosen
shows us the trajectories of four veritable ‘artists of life’ while avoiding the pitfalls of apologetics or
romanticism.”
(Marie-Claire Foblets, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology)

“Rosen’s genius is to make the particular accessible and its relevance to the universal apparent. It is this
quality, combined with his compassion and empathy, that makes him the ideal commentator of our complex
and divided world. Although based on the stories of individual Muslims and Jews in North Africa, the book
really is about our common human predicament. We are truly blessed to have this brilliant and towering
intellectual giant among us so generously sharing his wisdom and humanity.”
(Akbar Ahmed, Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies, American University)

“Rosen, professor of anthropology at Princeton and adjunct professor of law at Columbia—and one of the
first MacArthur ‘genius’ grantees—has applied the talents honed by a half-century of scholarly pursuits to
produce a stimulating, layered, and nuanced portrait of Moroccan society and culture in the throes of change
but still deeply grounded in its particular, Islamic-centered universe.”
 
(American Interest)

“If you wish to learn how a traditional Islamic society successfully adapts itself to modern realities, study
this book carefully. If you are intrigued by the anthropology of Morocco, you will be greatly rewarded by it.
And if you want to understand the past hundred years of Moroccan history, this book is a gift waiting to be
opened.”
(Barnaby Rogerson Times Literary Supplement)

“Readers are in for a treat. Renowned anthropologist Rosenconcludes five-plus decades of fieldwork in and
around the Moroccan town of Sefrou by introducing four individuals whom he encountered, befriended, and
kept visiting over the years, and through whose stories readers are privy to his observations and analysis of
different aspects of Moroccan culture, history, religion, and current challenges.  . . . Highly recommended.”
 



(Choice)

About the Author

Lawrence Rosen is the William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Anthropology at Princeton University and
adjunct professor of law at Columbia Law School. He is the author of many books, including Bargaining for
Reality, The Culture of Islam, and Varieties of Muslim Experience, all also published by the University of
Chicago Press. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Frank:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Two Arabs, a Berber, and a Jew:
Entangled Lives in Morocco had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Two Arabs, a Berber, and a Jew: Entangled
Lives in Morocco is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Two
Arabs, a Berber, and a Jew: Entangled Lives in Morocco. You never truly feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Kenneth Harrell:

Typically the book Two Arabs, a Berber, and a Jew: Entangled Lives in Morocco will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Two Arabs, a Berber, and a Jew: Entangled
Lives in Morocco is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Christy Fowler:

The reserve untitled Two Arabs, a Berber, and a Jew: Entangled Lives in Morocco is the reserve that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Two Arabs, a Berber, and a Jew: Entangled Lives in
Morocco from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Catherine Estey:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you



act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Two Arabs, a Berber, and a Jew: Entangled Lives in Morocco provide you with new experience in
studying a book.
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