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Sexual misconduct of society's leaders, the plight of single mothers, the
separation of church and state ? all are burning issues of the 1990s which sparked
outrage and controversy 150 years earlier in The Scarlet Letter. Now, no study of
American history is complete without thorough examination of Nathaniel
Hawthorne's timeless masterpiece. This multidisciplinary study of the novel
contains historical documents, collateral readings, and commentary. In short, it is
the ideal companion for students who wish to fully understand the novel in the
context of its time, and to unlock its current relevance. Among the materials are
original 17th-century documents that illuminate Puritan attitudes and bring the
Salem witchcraft trials to life, private journals, historical reports, 19th-century
magazine articles, sketches, and newspaper stories. Many of the documents are
available in no other printed form. Not only do these materials provide a taste of
17th-century Puritan culture, but they also glimpse into Hawthorne's mind as he
comes to terms with his witch-hunting ancestors and his vocation. Most
importantly, this casebook contemplates the many issues raised by The Scarlet
Letter which inextricably link the 17th-century Puritans to the 19th century
culture of Hawthorne to the present. Each section of this casebook contains study
questions, topic ideas for written or oral expression, and lists of further readings
for examining the issues raised by the novel. Designed as a resource for students,
teachers, and library media specialists, the volume is cloth bound and printed on
high quality acid-free paper, making it an excellent addition to every library
collection.

A literary analysis focusing on the issues raised by the novel opens the casebook.
In Part Two, the Puritan's code of crime and punishment and the basic tenets of
their belief are analyzed through original 17th-century diaries, letters, and
testimony from the Salem witch trials. Part Three examines the novel's
introductory essay, the autobiographical The Custom House, which finds
Hawthorne grappling with the role his ancestors played in persecuting the
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Quakers and the Salem witches, as well as his own internal conflict over his
vocation as a fiction writer. The moral attitudes at the time of Hawthorne's
controversial work are also examined through reviews published at the time of
publication. Part Four draws connections between two issues raised by the novel
- the unwed mother and the lapsed minister - that remain controversial today and
features recent news articles on these issues. A glossary of terms and a topic and
person index complete this latest addition to Greenwood Press' Literature in
Context series.
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Sexual misconduct of society's leaders, the plight of single mothers, the separation of church and state ? all
are burning issues of the 1990s which sparked outrage and controversy 150 years earlier in The Scarlet
Letter. Now, no study of American history is complete without thorough examination of Nathaniel
Hawthorne's timeless masterpiece. This multidisciplinary study of the novel contains historical documents,
collateral readings, and commentary. In short, it is the ideal companion for students who wish to fully
understand the novel in the context of its time, and to unlock its current relevance. Among the materials are
original 17th-century documents that illuminate Puritan attitudes and bring the Salem witchcraft trials to life,
private journals, historical reports, 19th-century magazine articles, sketches, and newspaper stories. Many of
the documents are available in no other printed form. Not only do these materials provide a taste of 17th-
century Puritan culture, but they also glimpse into Hawthorne's mind as he comes to terms with his witch-
hunting ancestors and his vocation. Most importantly, this casebook contemplates the many issues raised by
The Scarlet Letter which inextricably link the 17th-century Puritans to the 19th century culture of Hawthorne
to the present. Each section of this casebook contains study questions, topic ideas for written or oral
expression, and lists of further readings for examining the issues raised by the novel. Designed as a resource
for students, teachers, and library media specialists, the volume is cloth bound and printed on high quality
acid-free paper, making it an excellent addition to every library collection.

A literary analysis focusing on the issues raised by the novel opens the casebook. In Part Two, the Puritan's
code of crime and punishment and the basic tenets of their belief are analyzed through original 17th-century
diaries, letters, and testimony from the Salem witch trials. Part Three examines the novel's introductory
essay, the autobiographical The Custom House, which finds Hawthorne grappling with the role his ancestors
played in persecuting the Quakers and the Salem witches, as well as his own internal conflict over his
vocation as a fiction writer. The moral attitudes at the time of Hawthorne's controversial work are also
examined through reviews published at the time of publication. Part Four draws connections between two
issues raised by the novel - the unwed mother and the lapsed minister - that remain controversial today and
features recent news articles on these issues. A glossary of terms and a topic and person index complete this
latest addition to Greenwood Press' Literature in Context series.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This thoroughly thought-provoking volume will prove useful to English/history/humanities teachers and
student researchers, on their mutual journeys toward richer understanding of American history, Hawthorne's
novel, and complex issues society continues to explore."-VOYA

?This thoroughly thought-provoking volume will prove useful to English/history/humanities teachers and
student researchers, on their mutual journeys toward richer understanding of American history, Hawthorne's
novel, and complex issues society continues to explore.?-VOYA
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Parker:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and
Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) book is readable by simply you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with
Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and
Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Frances Fortier:

This Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents
(The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) usually are reliable for you who want to be described



as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook
to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) can be
one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
you with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Margaret Watt:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
before. The Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) giving you yet another experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Dorcas Rogers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide
you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Understanding
The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press
"Literature in Context" Series).
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