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While the success of J. R. R. Tolkien's Lord of the Ringsisremarkable, it's
certainly no mystery. In a culture where truth is relative and morality is viewed

as "old-fashioned,” we eagerly welcome the message of these tales: we have free
will, our choices matter, and truth can be known. Matthew Dickerson investigates
the importance of free will and moral choicesin Tolkien's Middle Earth, where
moral victory, rather than military success, isthe "real" story. He explores
Christian themes throughout, including salvation, grace, and judgment.

Following Gandalf will delight veteran Tolkien fans and offer new fansan
impressive introduction to his major works. Engaging and theol ogically thought-
provoking, it will interest pastors, students, seminarians, and layreaders.
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tales: we have free will, our choices matter, and truth can be known. Matthew Dickerson investigates the
importance of free will and moral choicesin Tolkien's Middle Earth, where moral victory, rather than
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seminarians, and layreaders.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Dickerson, ateacher at Middlebury College in Vermont and devoted student of Tolkien, begins his work
with astrong thematic link to the very popular The Lord of the Rings movies: epic battles. Against the
criticism that The Lord of the Rings glorifies war, he argues cogently that Tolkien's original written
treatment of these battles provides a very different picture than the films or spin-off video games. He
demonstrates how Tolkien offers a deeply nuanced understanding of the nature of war, and how the trilogy
criticizes self-aggrandizing glory in battle. As Dickerson moves into the more central, philosophical themes
of the books-free will, moral responsibility and ethical absolutes-readers may lose interest, especially when
he punctuates discussion of very basic concepts with obscure references from Tolkien's Silmarillion, awork
that few will have read: "In contrast to subjective morality, or moral relativism, objective morality is
independent of the individual subject.... Feanor's evil deeds, for example, especially the tragic Kinslaying at
Algualonde, are going to be judged." Dickerson's exploration of the nature of the ring's evil power and his
final conclusions about the pervasive theological structure behind these stories are engaging, but the
verbosity and academic trivia of other sections may alienate some readers.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Matthew Dickerson is a computer science professor at Middlebury College. He is the author of The
Finnsburg Encounter and Hammers and Nails. He lives with hiswife and children in Bristol, Vermont.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bruce Bracey:

This Following Gandalf: Epic Battlesand Moral Victory in The Lord of the Rings book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read alot of
information you will get. This particular Following Gandalf: Epic Battles and Moral Victory in The Lord of
the Rings without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't become worry Following Gandalf: Epic Battles and Mora Victory in The Lord of the Rings can bring
when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves become full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Following Gandalf: Epic Battles and Moral Victory in The Lord of the
Rings having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Harriet Dupree:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Following Gandalf: Epic Battles and Moral Victory in The Lord of the Rings book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to giveto you. The
writer involving Following Gandalf: Epic Battlesand Mora Victory in The Lord of the Rings content



conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Following Gandalf: Epic
Battles and Moral Victory in The Lord of the Ringsis not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Christine Emmons:

This Following Gandalf: Epic Battlesand Mora Victory in The Lord of the Rings are reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Following Gandalf: Epic Battles and Moral
Victory in The Lord of the Rings can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Following Gandalf: Epic Battles and Moral Victory in The
Lord of the Rings forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

Fred Nelson:

Precisely why? Because this Following Gandalf: Epic Battles and Mora Victory in The Lord of the Ringsis
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distressyou
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in
such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but till convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | ended up you |
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Download and Read Online Following Gandalf: Epic Battles and
Moral Victory in TheLord of the Rings By Matthew T. Dickerson
#BPX1AHLO0Z78



Read Following Gandalf: Epic Battlesand Moral Victory in The
Lord of the Rings By Matthew T. Dickerson for online ebook

Following Gandalf: Epic Battles and Moral Victory in The Lord of the Rings By Matthew T. Dickerson Free
PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books,
books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read,

PDF best books to read, top books to read Following Gandalf: Epic Battles and Mora Victory in The Lord of
the Rings By Matthew T. Dickerson books to read online.

Online Following Gandalf: Epic Battlesand Moral Victory in The Lord of the Rings By
Matthew T. Dickerson ebook PDF download

Following Gandalf: Epic Battlesand Moral Victory in The Lord of the Rings By Matthew T.
Dickerson Doc

Following Gandalf: Epic Battlesand Moral Victory in The Lord of the Rings By Matthew T. Dicker son M obipocket

Following Gandalf: Epic Battlesand Moral Victory in The Lord of the Rings By Matthew T. Dickerson EPub



