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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews:

"Life Distributions is supported by an extensive list of references, as well as a very helpful author and
subject index. This book will become a standard reference on life distributions. Both academics and
practitioners will no doubt enjoy it. It can serve as a textbook for presenting distributions and their
properties, but more likely it will be used as a kind of encyclopedia for life distributions. " (Mario V.
Wüthrich, American Statistical Association, JASA, March 2009, Vol. 104, No. 485)

"Readership: Researchers, graduate students in statistics, mathematics or engineering … . The purpose of the
book is to study and classify various distributions for nonnegative random variables. … The book gives an
excellent survey of various types of families of distributions and provides a wide range of topics and
examples. The proof of the results is given whenever needed. … The value of the book lays in its
encyclopedic nature: it gives a survey of hundreds of classifications and ordering methods." (E. Omey,
Kwantitatieve Methoden, March, 2008)

"The authors and their collaborators have a distinguished track record of research in this field and the book
reflects this. For the student … the book provides a wealth of material both for background facts and for
further research. For the working statistician it explains connections between distributions that might be
adopted as models for data … ." (Martin Crowder, International Statistical Reviews, Vol. 76 (2), 2008)

"The book under review is concerned mainly with univariate probability distributions for non-negative data.
… This is a reasonably well researched, fairly up-to-date book. The book emphasizes the interrelationship
between various distributions covered here. … A reader who has had a first course in probability and
probability calculus will have no difficulty reading the book." (Gopalakrishnan Asha, Mathematical
Reviews, Issue 2009 e)

From the Back Cover

For over 200 years, practitioners have been developing parametric families of probability distributions for
data analysis. More recently, an active development of nonparametric and semiparametric families has
occurred. This book includes an extensive discussion of a wide variety of distribution
families?nonparametric, semiparametric and parametric?some well known and some not. An all-
encompassing view is taken for the purpose of identifying relationships, origins and structures of the various
families. A unified methodological approach for the introduction of parameters into families is developed,
and the properties that the parameters imbue a distribution are clarified. These results provide essential tools
for intelligent choice of models for data analysis. Many of the results given are new and have not previously
appeared in print. This book provides a comprehensive reference for anyone working with nonnegative data.
Albert W. Marshall, Professor Emeritus of Statistics at the University of British Colombia, previously served
on the faculty of the University of Rochester and on the staff of the Boeing Scientific Research Laboratories.
His fundamental contributions to reliability theory have had a profound effect in furthering its development.
 Ingram Olkin is Professor Emeritus of Statistics and Education at Stanford University, after having served
on the faculties of Michigan State University and the University of Minnesota. He has made significant
contributions in multivariate analysis and in the development of statistical methods in meta-analysis, which



has resulted in its use in many applications.
Professors Marshall and Olkin, coauthors of papers on inequalities, multivariate distributions, and matrix
analysis, are about to celebrate 50 years of collaborations. Their basic book on majorization has promoted
awareness of the subject, and led to new applications in such fields as economics, combinatorics, statistics,
probability, matrix theory, chemistry, and political science. 
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Ullrich:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Life Distributions: Structure of Nonparametric,
Semiparametric, and Parametric Families (Springer Series in Statistics). Try to face the book Life
Distributions: Structure of Nonparametric, Semiparametric, and Parametric Families (Springer Series in
Statistics) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Leah Pelton:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Life Distributions: Structure of Nonparametric, Semiparametric, and Parametric Families (Springer
Series in Statistics) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous
to. The Life Distributions: Structure of Nonparametric, Semiparametric, and Parametric Families (Springer
Series in Statistics) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you



want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Bertha Greene:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. Life Distributions: Structure of Nonparametric, Semiparametric, and Parametric Families
(Springer Series in Statistics) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short time
problems.

Michael Marchant:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Life Distributions: Structure of Nonparametric,
Semiparametric, and Parametric Families (Springer Series in Statistics) can be the response, oh how comes?
A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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