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Since their enslavement in West Africa and transport to plantations of the New
World, black people have made music that has been deeply entwined with their
religious, community, and individual identities. Music was one of the most
important constant elements of African American culture in the centuries-long
journey from slavery to freedom. It also continued to play thisrole in blacks
post-emancipation odyssey from second-class citizenship to full equality.

Lift Every Voice traces the roots of black music in Africaand slavery and its
evolution in the United States from the end of slavery to the present day. The
music's creators, consumers, and distributors are all part of the story. Musical
genres such as spirituas, ragtime, the blues, jazz, gospel, rhythm and blues, rock,
soul, and hip-hop—as well as black contributions to classical, country, and other
American music forms—depict the continuities and innovations that mark both
the music and the history of African Americans. A rich selection of documents
help to define the place of music within African American communities and the
nation as awhole.
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Editorial Review

Review

Thisisan impressive and highly readable short narrative history of African American music. Peretti's
treatment of the social and cultural dimensions of the music is especially compelling. (Waldo E. Martin Jr.,
University of California, Berkeley, author of No Coward Soldiers)

Peretti scores. . . in the ambitious task of capturing the many and varied contributions of African Americans
to our musical heritage. Recommended as a college text or as a brief overview for general readers. (Library
Journal)

Lift Every Voice is distinguished by its unique scope and intended audience. . . . These texts do the important
work of bringing readers into contact with actual manifestations of the culture(s) analyzed throughout the
book. . . . It performsits function admirably. (The Journal of Popular Culture)

Peretti skillfully synthesizes decades of scholarship. He makes complicated music understandable by the
layperson. He makes many insightful connections between African American music and its African
antecedents. It isrefreshing and rare (if not unprecedented) to see sections on classical, gospel, and avant-
garde music referenced in the same context as blues, jazz, and soul music. And Peretti's analysis of the
unequalled chart success of Michael Jackson's Thriller album is the best attempt | have seen to ascertain why
the album resonates so strongly in African American culture and among audiences worldwide.

(Journal of American History)

A well-researched and well-written introduction to the riches of African American music and its cultural
context. An excellent book for the undergraduate classroom or the general reader. (Gerald Early, Washington
University in St. Louis, editor of Miles Davis and American Culture)

Burton W. Peretti’ s Lift Every Voice contributes to a much-needed discussion of African American musical
history by providing an important, albeit brief, visitation of the social issues entwined in the professional
experience of some of the United States' most important and influential artists.While there is no shortage of
works that interpret the how and why of influential trends and performers, there is aneed for books that
provide a succinct who, what, when, and where of African American music since the 1970s. Thistype of
“blue collar” scholarship, particularly focused on more modern music, would greatly add to the currently
available literature. Lift Every Voice speaks to this heed not only as a contribution to scholarship in African
American music, but to a broader understanding of American society. (Journal of American Folklore)

About the Author
Burton W. Peretti is professor of history at Western Connecticut State University and author of Jazzin
American Culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Willie Burroughs.

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Lift Every Voice:
The History of African American Music (The African American History Series) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Lift Every Voice: The History of
African American Music (The African American History Series)is one of several books that will everyone
read now. This book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you alots of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Jackie L afond:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Lift Every Voice: The History of African
American Music (The African American History Series), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still want to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Edmond Pounds:

Beside this specific Lift Every Voice: The History of African American Music (The African American
History Series) in your phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Lift Every Voice: The History of
African American Music (The African American History Series) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to missit? Find this book and read it from currently!

Walter Presdey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou should know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of
them isniagra Lift Every Voice: The History of African American Music (The African American History
Series).
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