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"It has the thoroughness of a history book yet reads with the personalized
vision of a novel." –Time

Chester Brown reinvents the comic-book medium to create the critically
acclaimed historical biography Louis Riel, winning the Harvey Awards for best
writing and best graphic novel for his compelling, meticulous, and dispassionate
retelling of the charismatic, and perhaps insane, nineteenth-century Métis leader.
Brown coolly documents with dramatic subtlety the violent rebellion on the
Canadian prairie led by Riel, who some regard a martyr who died in the name of
freedom, while others consider him a treacherous murderer.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Brown's exploration of the life of a [...] 19th-century Canadian revolutionary Riel is a strong contender for
the best graphic novel ever. Over five years in the making, Brown's work is completely realized here, from
the strikingly designed two-color cover to the cream-colored paper and pristinely clear drawings. The story
begins in 1869, with the sale of the independent Red River Settlement area of what's now Canada to the
Canadian government. The area is inhabited by the French-speaking Metis, of mixed Indian and white
ancestry, who are looked down upon by the Canadians. Riel is bilingual and becomes a de facto leader for
the Red River Settlement, demanding the right for them to govern themselves within Canada. Not
surprisingly, this request is denied, and the conflict is set in motion that ultimately consumes Riel's life.
Brown doesn't deviate from a six-panel grid for the entire book, telling his story in a cartoon realism style
reminiscent of Little Orphan Annie. And while the book concerns imperialism, empire, nationalism and the
chaos that results, Brown maintains a still, almost silent atmosphere. He brilliantly renders a lengthy
courtroom sequence by setting figures against a black background, heightening the tension of the events by
employing minimal effects. Even the battle scenes are subdued. All of this will hook readers' minds and eyes,
but never tell them what to think or feel. Instead, Brown calmly lets his story unfold, making the reading
process deeply affecting. This is an ingenious comic and a major achievement.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Brown, better known for such outre projects as his scatologically surreal Ed the Happy Clown (1989), now
tells the story of a controversial nineteenth-century Canadian political figure in comics. A charismatic leader
who championed the cause of the half-French, half-Native Canadian metis community in their rebellion
against the English Canadian government, Riel was hounded into religious fanaticism and madness before
being hanged for treason. For his nonsensationalistic treatment of this momentous life, Brown adopts an
intentionally flat drawing style reminiscent of 1930s comics (Harold Gray's Little Orphan Annie was a key
visual influence) and a straightforward storytelling approach based on six square panels per page. These
prove perfectly suited to his heavily researched, extensively footnoted subject matter. Although a folk hero in
Canada, Riel is largely unknown by Americans, many of whom will be fascinated to learn that their northern
neighbor country also cheated and exploited native peoples. Comics artists have tackled history before (see
Larry Gonick's Cartoon History series) but seldom as artfully and intelligently as Brown does here. Gordon
Flagg
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“If you love to read a gripping story, if you are awed by the talent of an artist, then look no further: Chester
Brown's Louis Riel is comix history in the making, and with it, history never looked so good.” ?The Globe
and Mail Book Review

“The starkly told story . . . of a crucial figure in Canada's history--yet one whom most Americans have
probably never heard of. It's a credit to Brown's plainspoken artistry and flair for narrative that it's a page-
turner till the end.” ?The Boston Phoenix

“This is an ingenious comic and a major achievement.” ?Publishers Weekly, starred review

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Peters:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip
Biography is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Sharon Lopez:

This book untitled Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Donald Warren:

The book untitled Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone,
or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Dean Herbert:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography was multi-colored
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any
it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
which.
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