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This exceptional book examines and explains Plato's answer to the normative
question, "How ought we to live?" It discusses Plato's conception of the virtues;
his views about the connection between the virtues and happiness; and the
account of reason, desire, and motivation that underlies his arguments about the
virtues. Plato's answer to the epistemological question, "How can we know how
we ought to live?" is also discussed. His views on knowledge, belief, and inquiry,
and his theory of Forms, are examined, insofar as they are relevant to his ethical
view. Terence Irwin traces the development of Plato's moral philosophy, from the
Socratic dialogues to its fullest exposition in the Republic. Plato's Ethics
discusses Plato's reasons for abandoning or modifying some aspects of Socratic
ethics, and for believing that he preserves Socrates' essential insights. A brief and
selective discussion of the Statesmen, Philebus, and Laws is included. Replacing
Irwin's earlier Plato's Moral Theory (Oxford, 1977), this book gives a clearer and
fuller account of the main questions and discusses some recent controversies in
the interpretation of Plato's ethics. It does not presuppose any knowledge of
Greek or any extensive knowledge of Plato.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Many will regard the new work as one of the better places to begin their background reading on the ethics
of Plato....Recommended."--Choice

"Plato's Ethics is a model of how to enter into another's mind by making full use of one's own. Reflective
readers will gain many insights into Plato's philosophy, and into the art of doing ancient philosophy."--
Ancient Philosophy

"...Plato's Ethics is an exceptionally coherent and cogent book. Its arguments set a standard of clarity worthy
of emulation by champions and critics alike, and I suspect this book will appear as a regular entry in
bibliographies for some time,"--E.E. Benitez, The Review of Metaphysics

"Plato's Moral Theory was one of the classic works of ancient philosophy scholarship of this century and
Plato's Ethics should be at least as influential. Its clarity, rigor, and philosophical sophistication and
imagination are rarely matched even by the best work in the history of philosophy."--The Philosophical
Review

About the Author

Terence Irwin is Professor of Philosophy at Cornell University and author of several books on ancient
philosophy, including Classical Thought (Oxford, 1988), Aristotle's First Principles (Oxford, 1988), and
Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics (1985).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carl Yeates:

This Plato's Ethics are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Plato's Ethics can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Plato's Ethics forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.



Jeff Jaco:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Plato's Ethics
suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Plato's
Ethicsis the main of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world in this book.

Wendell Darnell:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Plato's
Ethics, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a publication.

Pedro Turk:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Plato's Ethics can be the answer, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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