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In the tradition Huckleberry Finn and The Catcherin the Rye, Russell Banks’s
quintessential novel of adisaffected homeless youth living on the edge of society
“redefines theyoung modern anti-hero. . . . Rule of the Bone has its own culture
andlanguage, and Bone is sure to become a beloved character for generations”
(SanFrancisco Chronicle). Witha compelling, off-beat protagonist evocative of
Holden Caulfield and QuentinColdwater, and a narrative voice that masterfully
and naturally captures thenuances of a modern vernacular, Banks’s haunting and
powerful novel is anindisputable—and unforgettable—modern classic.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A change in setting halfway through this ambitious novel by the respected author of Continental Drift and
Affliction diminishes its effectiveness to a certain degree. The first half, a starkly realistic, powerful portrait
of a troubled adolescent whose life has spiraled out of control, packs a visceral punch. Flunking out of school
and already hooked on drugs, the 14-year-old narrator, secretly molested by his stepfather, emotionally
abandoned by his weak mother, leaves his mobile home in the depressed upstate New York community of
Au Sable and becomes a homeless mall rat. In a burst of bravado, he acquires a crossed bones tattoo, changes
his name from Chappie to Bone, and attempts to find some focus in his dead-end existence. Convinced that
he is destined for a criminal career, Bone vents his anger in acts of senseless destruction. His vulnerability
and his need for love and direction are fused when he and a seven-year-old waif he has rescued from a
pedophile take refuge in an abandoned schoolbus with an illegal alien from Jamaica called I-Man, whose
Rastafarian wisdom and gentle demeanor are fed by liberal consumption of marijuana, which he deals. It is
when Bone follows I-Man to Jamaica that the narrative falters. Though the drug-permeated Jamaican milieu
is portrayed with impressive authenticity, the improbability of Bone's macabre adventures there frays the
plot's credibility. The novel's strengths-Bone's cool, wisecracking voice and colloquial speech, the details of
an adolescent's culture-are diluted by its excesses-too many descriptions of marijuana highs, too many
coincidences. Yet one finishes the book with indelible sympathy for tough-guy Bone, touched by his
loneliness, fear and desperation, and having absorbed Banks's message: that (as he said recently), society's
failure to save its children is "the main unrecognized tragedy of our time." 100,000 first printing; $15,000
ad/promo; author tour.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA?Banks is that rarest of beasts, a writer with daring, skill, and heart. His latest book is equally rare?an
adult novel about 14-year-old Bone, told from his perspective with corresponding jargon and without
ridicule. From the first page, YAs will be captivated?"Anyhow, my life got interesting you might say the
summer I turned fourteen and was heavy into weed but I didn't have any money to buy it with so I started
looking around the house all the time for things I could sell but there wasn't much." The boy has a disturbed
stepfather, a long-suffering mother, and a long-gone father. The first half of the book chronicles his willing
but innocent drift into criminality. His life takes a turn for the better when he moves into an abandoned
school bus with a Jamaican mystic. He travels to Jamaica with "I-man," and there he finds his self-centered
druggie father, turns 15, is sexually initiated, and loses I-man in a violent drug deal. The remarkable
narration immerses readers in Bone's self-contained world. The plentiful dialogue is rendered without
quotation marks, a quirk that contributes to the almost claustrophobic feeling of being inside the teen's head.
Yet, the power of being there is that when Bone begins to mature and break out of his world, so do readers.
This novel is raw and moving. Buy it.?Chip Barnett, Rockbridge Regional Library, Lexington, VA
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Banks (Continental Drift, LJ 4/15/85) has found a new voice in this tale about a homeless youth on the edge
of society.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Beth Ritchey:

The book Rule of the Bone can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Rule of the Bone? A number of you have
a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible
to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Rule of the Bone has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read
a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Phyllis Greenfield:

The reserve with title Rule of the Bone posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Marvin Smith:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a book. The book Rule of the Bone it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Corey Watts:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. With the book Rule of the Bone we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For
being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Rule of the Bone. You can more attractive than now.
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