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Yukio Mishima’s Spring Snow is the first novel in his masterful tetralogy, The
Sea of Fertility. Here we meet Shigekuni Honda, who narrates this epic tale of
what he believes are the successive reincarnations of his friend, Kiyoaki
Matsugae.
 
It is 1912 in Tokyo, and the hermetic world of the ancient aristocracy is being
breached for the first time by outsiders — rich provincial families unburdened by
tradition, whose money and vitality make them formidable contenders for social
and political power. Shigekuni Honda, an aspiring lawyer and his childhood
friend, Kiyoaki Matsugae, are the sons of two such families. As they come of age
amidst the growing tensions between old and new, Kiyoaki is plagued by his
simultaneous love for and loathing of the spirited young woman Ayakura Satoko.
But Kiyoaki’s true feelings only become apparent when her sudden engagement
to a royal prince shows him the magnitude of his passion — and leads to a love
affair both doomed and inevitable.
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Yukio Mishima’s Spring Snow is the first novel in his masterful tetralogy, The Sea of Fertility. Here we meet
Shigekuni Honda, who narrates this epic tale of what he believes are the successive reincarnations of his
friend, Kiyoaki Matsugae.
 
It is 1912 in Tokyo, and the hermetic world of the ancient aristocracy is being breached for the first time by
outsiders — rich provincial families unburdened by tradition, whose money and vitality make them
formidable contenders for social and political power. Shigekuni Honda, an aspiring lawyer and his childhood
friend, Kiyoaki Matsugae, are the sons of two such families. As they come of age amidst the growing
tensions between old and new, Kiyoaki is plagued by his simultaneous love for and loathing of the spirited
young woman Ayakura Satoko. But Kiyoaki’s true feelings only become apparent when her sudden
engagement to a royal prince shows him the magnitude of his passion — and leads to a love affair both
doomed and inevitable.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Perfect beauty. . . . A classic of Japanese literature.”
—Chicago Sun-Times
 
“Mishima was one of literature's great romantics, a tragedian with a heroic sensibility, an intellectual, an
esthete, a man steeped in Western letters who toward the end of his life became a militant Japanese
nationalist.”
—Jay McInerney, The New York Times

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Japanese

From the Inside Flap
The first novel of Mishima's landmark tetralogy, The Sea of fertility
Spring Snow is set in Tokyo in 1912, when the hermetic world of the ancient aristocracy is being breached
for the first time by outsiders -- rich provincial families unburdened by tradition, whose money and vitality
make them formidable contenders for social and political power.
Among this rising new elite are the ambitious Matsugae, whose son has been raised in a family of the waning
aristocracy, the elegant and attenuated Ayakura. Coming of age, he is caught up in the tensions between old
and new -- fiercely loving and hating the exquisite, spirited Ayakura Satoko. He suffers in psychic paralysis
until the shock of her engagement to a royal prince shows him the magnitude of his passion, and leads to a
love affair that is as doomed as it was inevitable.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Molinari:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Spring Snow: The Sea of Fertility, 1 book
because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Olga Andres:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Spring Snow: The Sea of Fertility, 1 your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
publication then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The
Spring Snow: The Sea of Fertility, 1 giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is



your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Vivian Stafford:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Spring Snow: The Sea of Fertility, 1
e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Spring Snow: The Sea of
Fertility, 1 as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Manuel Rose:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Spring Snow: The Sea of
Fertility, 1 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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