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Elinor Ostrom’s Nobel Prize-winning work on common pool property rights has
implications for some of the most pressing sustainability issues of the twenty-
first century ? from tackling climate change to maintaining cyberspace. In this
book, Derek Wall critically examines Ostrom’s work, while also exploring the
following questions: is it possible to combine insights rooted in methodol ogical
individualism with atheory that stresses collectivist solutions? Is Ostrom’s
emphasison largely local solutions to climate change relevant to acrisis
propelled by global factors?

This volume situates her ideas in terms of the constitutional analysis of her
partner Vincent Ostrom and wider institutional economics. It outlines her key
concerns, including aradical research methodology, commitment to indigenous
people and the concept of social-ecological systems. Ostrom is recognised for
producing a body of work which demonstrates how people can construct rules
that allow them to exploit the environment in an ecologically sustainable way,
without the need for governmental regulation, and this book arguesthat in a
world where ecological realities increasingly threaten material prosperity, such
scholarship provides away of thinking about how humanity can create truly
sustainable devel opment.

Given the inter-disciplinary nature of Ostrom’s work, this book will be relevant
to those working in the areas of environmental economics, political economy,
political science and ecology.
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Editorial Review
Review

"With great clarity and erudition, Derek Wall revealsthe complexities of Elinor Ostrom'sthinking as
sheformulated her brilliant insights about human cooper ation and the commons. Thisbook isa
captivating intellectual biography that explains how Ostrom challenged the economic and political
orthodoxies of her time, built arobust international network of scholars, and produced a body of
literaturethat continuesto nourish the contemporary commons movement.' ? David Boallier,
independent commons scholar and activist, and author of Think Like a Commoner

'Oneof our age'smost elusive yet most necessary aspirationsis an ecologically sustainable self-
governing society. So how isit that so many of us managed to miss Elinor Ostrom for so long? She
spent a lifetime exploring thisaspiration, and drew on an extraor dinary range of sourcesto do so.
Derek Wall haswritten an inspirational book about this key figure of our times. We have much to
learn from her - and from him." ? Andrew Dobson, Professor of Politics, Keele University, and author of
Green Palitical Thought.

"Elinor Ostrom’s magisterial and influential work deserves engaging and full-length treatments such
asthis. Her innovative resear ch opened new pathways and influenced both the left and theright. In
this highly-engaging and well-written study, Derek Wall givesus a view from theleft. It isa strong and
valuable inter pretation that will intensify the debate on her legacy.' ? Geoff Hodgson, editor of the
Journal of Institutional Economics

'By opening up space for discussion between the dichotomy of market and state, Ostrom’swork offers
an empirically grounded counter point to theimpasse of ‘market vs. state-managerial’ solutionsto a
vast range of ecological problems, and issues of long-term sustainability. The sooner this concept is
absorbed into the cor e resear ch agenda of human ecology, the better.' ? Eoin Flaherty, Human Ecology

'‘Derek Wall, in presenting an accessible account of Ostrom’sideas, and placing them within the
context of the economicsthinkerswho influenced her, provides a useful and productive insight into
how areconsideration of the historic and present manner in which people have governed commons
can provide valuable ideas about what role the commons can play in building a sustainable future.' ---
Christopher Shaw, Environmental Change Institute, University of Oxford

About the Author

Derek Wall is Associate Lecturer in the Department of Politics at Goldsmiths, University of London, UK.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Wesley M cFarland:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people fedl enjoy to spend their the perfect timeto read a book. They
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Sustainable Economics of Elinor Ostrom: Commons,
contestation and craft (Routledge Studies in Ecological Economics).

Albertha Lemons;

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Sustainable Economics of Elinor
Ostrom: Commons, contestation and craft (Routledge Studiesin Ecological Economics) as the daily resource
information.

Susan Albro:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Sustainable Economics of Elinor Ostrom: Commons,
contestation and craft (Routledge Studies in Ecological Economics) can be excellent book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Johnny Abel:

Isit you who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Sustainable Economics of Elinor
Ostrom: Commons, contestation and craft (Routledge Studiesin Ecological Economics) can be the solution,
oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this
fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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