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Can the government stick us with privacy we don't want? It can, it does, and
according to Anita L. Allen, it may need to do more of it. Privacy is a
foundational good, Allen argues, a necessary tool in the liberty-lover's kit for a
successful life. A nation committed to personal freedom must be prepared to
mandate privacy protections for its people, whether they eagerly embrace them or
not. This unique book draws attention to privacies of seclusion, concealment,
confidentiality and data-protection undervalued by their intended beneficiaries
and targets--and outlines the best reasons for imposing them. Allen looks at laws
designed to keep website operators from collecting personal information, laws
that force strippers to wear thongs, and the myriad employee and professional
confidentiality rules--including insider trading laws--that require strict silence
about matters whose disclosure could earn us small fortunes. She shows that such
laws recognize the extraordinary importance of dignity, trust and reputation,
helping to preserve social, economic and political options throughout a lifetime.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a wonderful book, written by a prolific legal scholar and staunch privacy advocate who adds a
provocative and unique perspective to the theoretical work on privacy. Allen writes with legal expertise but
she is also well grounded in the philosophical literature, giving one of the most complete and detailed
summaries of past defenses of privacy and its value."--Judith Wager DeCew, Notre Dame Philosophical
Reviews

"[Allen] writes in easy to follow language; the book has limited references to legal terms of art, all of which
are fully explained for the non-legal reader. The discussions regarding the noncomprehensiveness of US
laws, in comparison to those of EU and Canada, allow the reader to delve further into the philosophical
issues. The book is written for nonspecialists; the breadth of coverage provides readers with further avenues
of research. It is a great starting point for students just learning about privacy as well as for those who have
extensively read about privacy. Highly recommended."--CHOICE

"In this beautifully written book, Anita Allen draws on rich traditions in legal and political philosophy, case
law, and feminist theory to argue that privacy should be treated not only as a choice but a need. With its
incomparably rich vista of past and contemporary privacy theory and a refined appreciation of challenges
from information technology and digital media this book reinforces Allen's leadership in privacy law and
scholarship." --Helen Nissenbaum, New York University

"We live in a world of increasing exposure, and privacy is increasingly imperiled by the torrent of
information being released online. In this powerful book, Anita Allen examines when the law should
mandate privacy and when it shouldn't. With nuance and thoughtfulness, Allen bravely tackles some of the
toughest questions about privacy law -- those involving the appropriate level of legal paternalism. Unpopular
Privacy is lively, engaging, and provocative. It is filled with vivid examples, complex and fascinating issues,
and thought-provoking ideas." --Daniel Solove, George Washington University Law School

"Challenging privacy's strongest advocates and its harshest critics, Anita Allen casts a contrarian's eye on
contemporary celebration of openness, freedom of expression, and personal choices about privacy. In this
important book, Allen weaves a nuanced account of when physical and informational privacy are so
foundational that liberal societies should impose them unwanted-and when these same societies should
interfere to protect people from privacy that coerces." --Leslie Francis, University of Utah

"An insightful, provocative, and brave book. Long our leading philosopher of privacy, Anita Allen calls for
the government to protect 'foundational privacy'--even in some cases when the intended party feels
otherwise. Unpopular Privacy also contains fascinating discussions of racial privacy, electronic privacy law,



and the Internet's culture of self-disclosure." --Paul M. Schwartz, Berkeley Law School, Berkeley Center for
Law & Technology

About the Author

Anita Allen is Professor of Law and Philosophy, University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Barrow:

This Unpopular Privacy: What Must We Hide? (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) tend to be reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Unpopular Privacy: What
Must We Hide? (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your
before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Unpopular Privacy: What Must We Hide? (Studies in
Feminist Philosophy) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Dwight Richardson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
may share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this
planet always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the
book. One of them is this Unpopular Privacy: What Must We Hide? (Studies in Feminist Philosophy).

John Hagen:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Unpopular Privacy: What
Must We Hide? (Studies in Feminist Philosophy), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.



William Hill:

You may get this Unpopular Privacy: What Must We Hide? (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.
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