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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Annie Dillard remembers. She remembers the exhilaration of whipping a snowball at a car and having it hit
straight on. She remembers playing with the skin on her mother's knuckles, which "didn't snap back; it lay
dead across her knuckle in a yellowish ridge." She remembers the compulsion to spend a whole afternoon (or
many whole afternoons) endlessly pitching a ball at a target. In this intoxicating account of her childhood,
Dillard climbs back inside her 5-, 10-, and 15-year-old selves with apparent effortlessness. The voracious
young Dillard embraces headlong one fascination after another--from drawing to rocks and bugs to the
French symbolists. "Everywhere, things snagged me," she writes. "The visible world turned me curious to
books; the books propelled me reeling back to the world." From her parents she inherited a love of language-
-her mother's speech was "an endlessly interesting, swerving path"--and the understanding that "you do what
you do out of your private passion for the thing itself," not for anyone else's approval or desire. And one
would be mistaken to call the energy Dillard exhibits in An American Childhood merely youthful; "still I
break up through the skin of awareness a thousand times a day," she writes, "as dolphins burst through seas,
and dive again, and rise, and dive."

From Publishers Weekly
Dillard's luminous prose painlessly captures the pain of growing up in this wonderful evocation of childhood.
Her memoir is partly a hymn to Pittsburgh, where orange streetcars ran on Penn Avenue in 1953 when she
was eight, and where the Pirates were always in the cellar. Dillard's mother, an unstoppable force, had
energies too vast for the bridge games and household chores that stymied her. Her father made low-budget
horror movies, loved Dixieland jazz, told endless jokes and sight-gags and took lonesome river trips down to
New Orleans to get away. From this slightly odd couple, Dillard (Teaching a Stone to Talk acquired her love
of nature and taut sensitivity. The events of childhood often loom larger than life; the magic of Dillard's
writing is that she sets down typical childhood happenings with their original immediacy and force.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA Dillard has amassed a following for her eloquently-written nature essays with their deeply philosophical,
theolog ical slant. In this current work she re veals a personal view of her childhood and early adolescence in
which she first awoke to the world and its implications. Dillard grew up with a relentlessly inquir ing mind in
a moneyed Pittsburgh family during the '50s. Her liberal-minded par ents allowed her free rein to grow up
exploring her city, taking up hobbies and projects, and reading everything she found on the public library's
adult shelves. Especially compelling is her picture of her teenage years, the time when she ``morally
disapproved most things in North America, and blamed her innocent parents for them.'' She cap tures that
fine, open innocence of the '50s and that hungry pain of the '60s. This book should be read by young people
far enough away from childhood to enjoy looking back at how they were, by young people just discovering
themselves, and by those teenagers who can identify with Dillard's description of herself as ``a live wire. .
.shooting out sparks that were digging a pit around me, and I sinking into that pit.'' Assuredly, it will be
appreciat ed by those who enjoy reading wonder fully crafted prose. Her's is a smooth, knowing voice that
can deliver a punch line. Carolyn Praytor Boyd, Episcopal High School, Bellaire
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lucille Wood:

The book An American Childhood can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book An American Childhood? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book An American Childhood has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide
open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Olga Noone:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this An American Childhood publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation An American Childhood as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Betty Ahlstrom:

Beside this specific An American Childhood in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have An
American Childhood because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!

Calvin Baker:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this An American Childhood can make you feel more interested to read.

Download and Read Online An American Childhood By Annie



Dillard #P0G9SDZTA3M



Read An American Childhood By Annie Dillard for online ebook

An American Childhood By Annie Dillard Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to
read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to
read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read An American
Childhood By Annie Dillard books to read online.

Online An American Childhood By Annie Dillard ebook PDF download

An American Childhood By Annie Dillard Doc

An American Childhood By Annie Dillard Mobipocket

An American Childhood By Annie Dillard EPub


