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Attention is a fundamental feature of the mind yet has languished in the
backwaters of philosophy. Recent years, however, have witnessed a resurgence
of philosophical interest in attention, driven by recognition that it is closely
connected to consciousness, perception, agency, thought, justification and
introspection. As is becoming clear, attention has a rich philosophical
significance.

This is the first book to provide a systematic overview and assessment of
different empirical and philosophical aspects of attention. Wayne Wu discusses
the following central topics and problems:

major experiments and theories of attention in psychology since the 1950s1.
the neuroscience of attention, including basic mechanisms and models2.
attention’s intimate relation to agency3.
the phenomenology of attention4.
attention as a gatekeeper for consciousness5.
attention as the basis for perception-based thought about objects6.
the role of attention in the justification of belief7.
attention in introspection of consciousness.8.

A key feature of the book is its skilful analysis of the empirical work on
attention, and how this relates to philosophy. Additional features include chapter
summaries, annotated further reading and a glossary, making this an ideal
starting point for anyone studying attention for the first time, as well as being
suitable for more advanced students and researchers in psychology, cognitive
science, and philosophy.
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Attention is a fundamental feature of the mind yet has languished in the backwaters of philosophy. Recent
years, however, have witnessed a resurgence of philosophical interest in attention, driven by recognition that
it is closely connected to consciousness, perception, agency, thought, justification and introspection. As is
becoming clear, attention has a rich philosophical significance.

This is the first book to provide a systematic overview and assessment of different empirical and
philosophical aspects of attention. Wayne Wu discusses the following central topics and problems:

major experiments and theories of attention in psychology since the 1950s1.
the neuroscience of attention, including basic mechanisms and models2.
attention’s intimate relation to agency3.
the phenomenology of attention4.
attention as a gatekeeper for consciousness5.
attention as the basis for perception-based thought about objects6.
the role of attention in the justification of belief7.
attention in introspection of consciousness.8.

A key feature of the book is its skilful analysis of the empirical work on attention, and how this relates to
philosophy. Additional features include chapter summaries, annotated further reading and a glossary, making
this an ideal starting point for anyone studying attention for the first time, as well as being suitable for more
advanced students and researchers in psychology, cognitive science, and philosophy.
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Editorial Review

Review

A CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title, 2015

'Wayne Wu in Attention not only motivates and defends his distinctive account of attention; he also
provides a sweeping but rigorous overview of empirical and philosophical work on attention, spanning
the last several decades. Indeed, one of the book’s most admirable features is the way it handles the
interdisciplinary nature of work on the mind. … [A] well-written and engaging book that should prove
valuable to anyone interested in attention.' - Markos Valaris, Australasian Journal of Philosophy

'… [A] welcome addition to the philosophical literature on attention. It launches a new and exciting
topic of research in attention -- selection for action. I hope that philosophers will be enough inspired
by Wu's arguments to continue the discussion on the relationship between attention and action …' -
Carolyn Dicey Jennings, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

'Attention is a hot topic in cognitive science and philosophy. ... [This] book is both a rich philosophical
exploration of attention, and, now, with its clear and comprehensive accounts of classic and recent
empirical work, the indispensable starting point for anyone with a philosophical interest in attention.
Summing Up: Essential.' - William Seager, CHOICE

'A ground-breaking exploration of what happens when we attend to things, Attention provides a
thorough and original examination of the nature and functions of attention and its relationship to
classical problems in philosophy and psychology. If you read only one book on attention this year,
make it this one.' - Berit Brogaard, University of Missouri, St. Louis, USA

'A masterful survey of current work on attention, at once highly informative and readily accessible. It
covers all the main current theories and empirical findings about how attention operates, its neural
underpinnings, and its ties with agency, perception, cognition, and consciousness, adding much that is
novel and challenging. This will be rich and rewarding reading for anybody curious about attention
and the mind generally, and a must for anybody in philosophy of mind, philosophy of psychology, and
cognitive science.' - David Rosenthal, Graduate Center, City University of New York, USA

About the Author

Wayne Wu is Associate Professor in and Associate Director of the Center for the Neural Basis of Cognition,
Carnegie Mellon University, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Myra Flory:

Here thing why this specific Attention (New Problems of Philosophy) are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content



is as delicious as food or not. Attention (New Problems of Philosophy) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Attention
(New Problems of Philosophy). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Attention (New Problems of Philosophy) in e-book can be
your alternative.

Lorenzo Brown:

The ability that you get from Attention (New Problems of Philosophy) is a more deep you excavating the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but Attention (New Problems of Philosophy) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Attention (New Problems of Philosophy) instantly.

Michelle Bachman:

This Attention (New Problems of Philosophy) is great guide for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Attention (New
Problems of Philosophy) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Carman Robertson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Attention
(New Problems of Philosophy) will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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