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Theterm cultureinits anthropological sense did not enter the American lexicon
with force until after 1910—more than a century after Herder began to useit in
Germany and another thirty years after E. B. Tylor and Franz Boas made it the
object of anthropological attention. Before Cultures explores this delay in the
development of the culture concept and its relation to the description of
difference in late nineteenth-century America.

In thiswork, Brad Evans weaves together the histories of American literature and
anthropology. His study brings alive not only the regionalist and ethnographic
fiction of the time but also revives arange of neglected materials, including the
Zuni sketchbooks of anthropologist Frank Hamilton Cushing; popular magazines
such as Century Illustrated Monthly, which published Cushing's articles
alongside Henry James's; the debate between Joel Chandler Harris,
author/collector of the Uncle Remus folktales, and John Wesley Powell, perhaps
the most important American anthropologist of the time; and Du Bois's polemics
against the culture concept as it was being developed in the early twentieth
century.

Written with clarity and grace, Before Cultures will be of value to students of
American literature, history, and anthropology alike.
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1910—more than a century after Herder began to use it in Germany and another thirty years after E. B. Tylor
and Franz Boas made it the object of anthropological attention. Before Cultures explores this delay in the
development of the culture concept and its relation to the description of difference in late nineteenth-century
America.

In thiswork, Brad Evans weaves together the histories of American literature and anthropology. His study
brings alive not only the regionalist and ethnographic fiction of the time but also revives arange of neglected
materials, including the Zuni sketchbooks of anthropologist Frank Hamilton Cushing; popular magazines
such as Century Illustrated Monthly, which published Cushing's articles alongside Henry James's; the debate
between Joel Chandler Harris, author/collector of the Uncle Remus folktales, and John Wesley Powell,
perhaps the most important American anthropologist of the time; and Du Bois's polemics against the culture
concept as it was being developed in the early twentieth century.

Written with clarity and grace, Before Cultures will be of value to students of American literature, history,
and anthropology alike.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A fascinating work, bringing anthropology to bear on literary studies and giving American literature a new
and hitherto under-theorized frame of reference. Evans argues that there is a definitional tension between
ethnographic cultures, referred to in the plural, and humanistic culture, referred to in the singular. That
tension haunts us till." - Wai Chee Dimock, Y ale University"

About the Author

Brad Evansis assistant professor of English at Rutgers University.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Clark:

Why? Because this Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So,

it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you alot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If | were you | will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Robert Wallace:

The book untitled Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920
contain alot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very
clear to see al the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In asituation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice study.

M aur een Bonds;

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in
American Literature, 1865-1920 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.



Manda Perez:

Guide isone of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we al add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 we can acquire
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book
Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920. Y ou can more desirable
than now.
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