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Anthony D. Smith is Emeritus Professor of Nationalism and Ethnicity at the
London School of Economics, and is considered one of the founders of the
interdisciplinary field of nationalism studies. Anthony Smith has developed an
approach to the study of nations and nationalism called ethno-symbolism, which
is concerned with the nature of ethnic groups and nations, and the need to
consider their symbolic dimensions.

 

This text provides a concise statement of an ethno-symbolic approach to the
study of nations and nationalism and at the same time, embodies a general
statement of Anthony Smith’s contribution to this approach and its application to
the central issues of nations and nationalism. The text:

sets out the theoretical background of the emergence of ethno-symbolism1.
in a sustained and systematic argument
explains its analysis of the formation of nations, their persistence and2.
change and the role of nationalism
demonstrates that an ethno-symbolic approach provides an important3.
supplement and corrective to past and present intellectual orthodoxies in
the field and addresses the main theoretical criticisms levelled at an ethno-
symbolic approach.

Drawing together and developing earlier brief resumes of Anthony Smith’s
approach, this book represents a summary of the theoretical aspects of his work
in the field since l986. It will be useful to students and to all those who are
interested in the issues raised by a study of ethnicity, nations and nationalism.
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Editorial Review

Review

'For more than four decades Anthony Smith has been intensely and productively investigating the nature,
wellsprings, and ramifications of nationalism. This excellent and concise distillation of his principal findings
and conclusions will prove of immense value to anyone interested in this most consequential phenomenon.'

Walker Connor, Middlebury College, USA

'Written with the clarity, sensitivity, and analytical nuance that have become hallmarks of Anthony Smith's
scholarship, this book presents a masterful distillation of the ethno-symbolist interpretation of nationalism--a
school of thought that counts the author as its most influential founding father. In crisp and succinct prose, it
presents a fair and balanced overview of the theoretical thrust-and-parry in the field of nationalism studies,
while articulating a compelling defense of the ethno-symbolist approach against the attacks of its critics.'

Aviel Roshwald, Professor of History, Georgetown University, USA

 

'Anthony Smith has provided us with a conceptually powerful, clearly written statement of his life’s work
devoted to the study of nationalism. By doing so, we have a compelling clarification of the nation as a
historical community of culture. Thus, to view this book as merely a concise statement of the ethno-symbolic
approach to the study of nations and nationalism is to fail to appreciate its significance; rather, it is a most
convincing analysis of these crucially important phenomena?a book that must be read by all those who wish
to understand these powerful factors that have shaped and are shaping our destiny.'

Steven Grosby, Professor of Religion, Clemson University, USA

About the Author

Anthony D. Smith is Emeritus Professor of Nationalism and Ethnicity at the L.S.E., President of the
Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism (ASEN) and Chief Editor of the journal Nations and
Nationalism. He is the author of 16 books and over 100 articles and chapters on nations, nationalism and
ethnicity, and his books have been translated into 21 languages.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gabrielle Oneal:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you



can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Ethno-
symbolism and Nationalism: A Cultural Approach? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have different opinion?

Anthony Tipton:

Ethno-symbolism and Nationalism: A Cultural Approach can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Ethno-
symbolism and Nationalism: A Cultural Approach however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information
could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Mildred Kelly:

You may get this Ethno-symbolism and Nationalism: A Cultural Approach by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.

Isabel Martin:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Ethno-symbolism and Nationalism: A
Cultural Approach to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Ethno-symbolism and Nationalism: A Cultural Approach
can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their
time.
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