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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Starred Review. Grade 9 Up—Smithson experienced the events of 9/11 while in high school and responded
by enlisting in the Army Reserve after graduation. He married his high school sweetheart before being
deployed to Iraq. Once there, he worked as an equipment operator in an equipment platoon, and while mortar
fire was a regular occurrence, the missions he describes were all about bulldozing berms, filling craters
created by IEDs, and convoying lumber. One gruesome section describes salvaging parts from Humvees in
which soldiers died. A few missions, though, were more in the line of favors to the local population than
anything that helps combatants. Some of the author's most poignant passages are his descriptions of
interactions with Iraqi children. Where he was expecting rock-throwing, he encountered barefoot, dirty
children grateful for the water the soldiers gave them. It is these children and the villagers he met that help
explain for him the purpose of the war. The book ends with Smithson's return home, his almost magical
escape from night terrors, and his work with children in his own hometown. Writing proves to be his therapy
for PTSD. There are mixed metaphors aplenty, crude and morbid humor, and other evidence of a young
author, but it all works together to create a tough but powerful look at one man's experience.—Eric Norton,
McMillan Memorial Library, Wisconsin Rapids, WI
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
He lucidly recounts the intensity of battle and the pain of losing comrades. For Smithson, the war is a source
of personal enlightenment, and this memoir is a remarkable, deeply penetrating read that will compel teens to
reflect on their own thoughts about duty, patriotism and sacrifice. (Memoir. YA) (Kirkus Reviews (starred
review))

A tough but powerful look at one man’s experience. (School Library Journal (starred review))

Smithson avoids writing either prowar propaganda or an antimilitary polemic, providing instead a
fascinating, often humorous-and occasionally devastating-account of the motivations and life of a
contemporary soldier. (Publishers Weekly)

Unflinchingly honest. (Kirkus Reviews (starred review))

About the Author

Ryan Smithson joined the Army Reserve and was deployed to Iraq as an engineer at the age of nineteen.
Upon returning, he earned an AAS degree in criminal justice. Specialist Smithson doesn't know if he'll be
deployed again. He currently works for the American Red Cross as a mobile unit assistant and lives with his
wife in upstate New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Lee:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a



guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Ghosts of War: The True Story of a 19-
Year-Old GI will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Nathan Weaver:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Ghosts of War: The True Story of a 19-Year-
Old GI is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Louis Chavez:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Ghosts of War: The True Story of a 19-Year-Old GI can be good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

David Moore:

Ghosts of War: The True Story of a 19-Year-Old GI can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Ghosts of War:
The True Story of a 19-Year-Old GI but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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