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The Jacob s Ladder Reading Comprehension Program targets reading
comprehension skillsin high-ability learners by moving students through an
inquiry process from basic understanding to critical analyses of textsusing a
field-tested method devel oped by the Center for Gifted Education at The College
of William and Mary. Students in grades K—9 will be able to comprehend and
analyze any reading passage after completing the activities in these books.

Using skill ladders connected to individual readings in poetry, short stories, and
nonfiction, students move from lower order, concrete thinking skills to higher
order, critical thinking skills. All of the books, geared to increasing grade levels,
include high-interest readings, ladders to increase reading skill development, and
easy-to-implement instructions. The ladders include multiple skills necessary for
academic success, covering language arts standards such as sequencing, cause
and effect, classification, making generalizations, inference, and recognizing
themes and concepts.

The Jacob s Ladder guides provide teachers with an explanation of the nature
and substance of supplementary tasks in reading comprehension that will help
prepare students for their state assessment tests. At the same time, these tasks
will move students from basic reading comprehension to more critical reading
behaviors. Also included are an overview of the goals and objectives of Jacob s
Ladder tasks and suggestions for implementation, giving every teacher of gifted
learners the tools needed to create a successful reading classroom.
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The Jacob s Ladder Reading Comprehension Program targets reading comprehension skillsin high-ability
learners by moving students through an inquiry process from basic understanding to critical analyses of texts
using a field-tested method developed by the Center for Gifted Education at The College of William and
Mary. Students in grades K—9 will be able to comprehend and analyze any reading passage after completing
the activities in these books.

Using skill ladders connected to individual readings in poetry, short stories, and nonfiction, students move
from lower order, concrete thinking skills to higher order, critical thinking skills. All of the books, geared to
increasing grade levels, include high-interest readings, ladders to increase reading skill development, and
easy-to-implement instructions. The ladders include multiple skills necessary for academic success, covering
language arts standards such as sequencing, cause and effect, classification, making generalizations,
inference, and recognizing themes and concepts.

The Jacob s Ladder guides provide teachers with an explanation of the nature and substance of
supplementary tasksin reading comprehension that will help prepare students for their state assessment tests.
At the same time, these tasks will move students from basic reading comprehension to more critical reading
behaviors. Also included are an overview of the goals and objectives of Jacob s Ladder tasks and
suggestions for implementation, giving every teacher of gifted learners the tools needed to create a
successful reading classroom.
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Editorial Review

Review

| find that Jacob's Ladder is easy to use and thoroughly enjoy how it helps light a spark in my children. They
truly do not consider working on Jacob's Ladder to be school work; for them, thisisatreat . . . It engages
higher order thinking and takes the children far beyond the texts they arereading . . . Thisisthefirst
comprehension program that I've seen that | can wholeheartedly recommend. Whileit's targeted at gifted
children, | think that all children will enjoy this program as you can guide the answers as deeply or as
shallowly as you wish. If you have children, who like mine, love to engage in philosophizing, thisis
definitely a program they would enjoy. --Homeschooled Twins blog - June 8, 2010

About the Author

Joyce VanTassel-Baskais Professor Emerita at The College of William and Mary, where she founded the
Center for Gifted Education. Formerly she initiated and directed the Center for Talent Development at
Northwestern University. Joyce has also served as state director of gifted programsin lllinois, aregiona
director, alocal coordinator of gifted programs, and a teacher of gifted high school students. Her major
research interests are in the talent development process and effective curricular interventions with the gifted.

Sheisthe author of 22 books and has written more than 500 other publications on gifted education. She was
the editor of Gifted and Talented International for several years and received the Distinguished Scholar
Award in 1997 from the National Association for Gifted Children and the Outstanding Faculty Award from
the State Council of Higher Education in Virginiain 1993. She received the Distinguished Alumna
Achievement Award from the University of Toledo in 2003, the President's Award from the World Council
on Gifted and Talented in 2005, and the Collaboration and Diversity Service Award from CEC-TAG in
2007.

Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., is aresearch assistant professor of special education and director of Programs for
Talented Y outh at Vanderbilt University. Her current research interests include the impact of accelerated
curriculum on student achievement, teacher effectiveness, and talent development factors-especially for
students of poverty.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Daniele Chambers:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 1
book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer regarding Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 1 content conveys
thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension
Program - Level 1isnot loveable to be your top record reading book?



Patrick Spradlin:

The event that you get from Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 1 will be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 1
giving you joy feding of reading. The article writer conveystheir point in certain way that can be understood
by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension
Program - Level 1 instantly.

Tami Anders:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 1 your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get before. The Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 1 giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this
era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

David Par as:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou will
observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is Jacob's L adder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 1 thisreserve consist alot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some study when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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