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An essential collection of Stephen Batchelor’s most probing and important
work on secular Buddhism

As the practice of mindfulness permeates mainstream Western culture, more and
more people are engaging in atraditional form of Buddhist meditation. However,
many of these people have little interest in the religious aspects of Buddhism, and
the practice occurs within secular contexts such as hospitals, schools, and the
workplace. Isit possible to recover from the Buddhist teachings a vision of
human flourishing that is secular rather than religious without compromising the
integrity of the tradition? Is there an ethical framework that can underpin and
contextualize these practicesin arapidly changing world?

In this collected volume of Stephen Batchelor’ s writings on these themes, he
explores the complex implications of Buddhism'’s secularization. Ranging
widely—from reincarnation, religious belief, and agnosticism to the role of the
artsin Buddhist practice—he offers a detailed picture of contemporary Buddhism
and its attempt to find a voice in the modern world.
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An essential collection of Stephen Batchelor’smost probing and important work on secular Buddhism

As the practice of mindfulness permeates mainstream Western culture, more and more people are engaging
in atraditional form of Buddhist meditation. However, many of these people have little interest in the
religious aspects of Buddhism, and the practice occurs within secular contexts such as hospital's, schools, and
the workplace. Isit possible to recover from the Buddhist teachings a vision of human flourishing that is
secular rather than religious without compromising the integrity of the tradition? |s there an ethical
framework that can underpin and contextualize these practices in arapidly changing world?

In this collected volume of Stephen Batchelor’ s writings on these themes, he explores the complex
implications of Buddhism'’s secularization. Ranging widely—from reincarnation, religious belief, and
agnosticism to the role of the artsin Buddhist practice—he offers a detailed picture of contemporary
Buddhism and its attempt to find a voice in the modern world.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Batchelor’ swork will undoubtedly appeal to many 'spiritual, but not religious readers."—RPublishers
Weekly

"An audacious disquisition on Buddhism, universal dharma, reality, and suffering for the 21st century.
Batchelor posits that for the deep wisdom of Buddhism to serve humanity fully in our time, it may haveto
transcend itself."—Jon Kabat-Zinn, author of Full Catastrophe Living and Coming to Our Senses

"Brilliant, illuminating, and thought-provoking, After Buddhism deserves the ultimate compliment for awork
of thiskind: it isuseful. In probing the ancient scripturesin search of a Buddha we can relate to, Batchelor
makes his dharma come thrillingly alive. A masterful achievement."—Mark Epstein, author of Thoughts
without a Thinker

"In this remarkable book, Stephen Batchelor transcends Buddhist dogma to surface a vision of the dharma
that goes right to the heart of our contemporary global culture. Through diligent scholarship and years of
practice, the author sheds new and revelatory light on the dharma. Thisisamust-read for all students of
Buddhism."—Joan Halifax, Abbot, Upaya Zen Center

"With exemplary lucidity, Stephen Batchelor demonstrates the relevance of an ancient thought and practice
in our own era. Thereismuch in it that illuminates and clarifies—for those acquainted with Buddhism as
well as those coming to it for the first time."—Pankaj Mishra

"Drawing on insights gleaned during decades of intensive practice, study, and writing, Batchelor’s essays
demonstrate conclusively how the ancient texts of Buddhism speak directly to the needs of contemporary
people living active, engaged livesin the world."—Robert E. Buswell, Jr., University of California, Los
Angeles

About the Author

Stephen Batchelor isateacher and scholar of Buddhism. He trained as a monk for ten yearsin traditiona
Buddhist communities and now presents a secular approach to Buddhist practice. The author of the
bestselling Buddhism without Beliefs, he lives near Bordeaux, France.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carl White:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their habby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even



exercise. Well, probably you will require this Secular Buddhism: Imagining the Dharmain an Uncertain
World.

Jess Cooke:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
thisaren't like that. This Secular Buddhism: Imagining the Dharmain an Uncertain World book is readable
simply by you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without |eaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding Secular Buddhism: Imagining the Dharmain an Uncertain World content conveys the idea easily
to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
such asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Secular Buddhism: Imagining the Dharmain an Uncertain
World is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

LisaHaight:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Secular
Buddhism: Imagining the Dharmain an Uncertain World your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The Secular Buddhism: Imagining the Dharmain an Uncertain
World giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better lifein this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Kenneth Garrison:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people fed that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Secular Buddhism: Imagining the Dharmain an
Uncertain World or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Secular Buddhism: Imagining the Dharmain an Uncertain World to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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