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For anyone who has blanched at the uphill prospect of finishing a long piece of
writing, this book holds out something more practical than hope: it offers a plan.
The Clockwork Muse is designed to help prospective authors develop a workable
timetable for completing long and often formidable projects.

The idea of dashing off a manuscript in a fit of manic inspiration may be
romantic, but it is not particularly practical. Instead, Eviatar Zerubavel, a prolific
and successful author, describes how to set up a writing schedule and regular
work habits that will take most of the anxiety and procrastination out of long-
term writing, and even make it enjoyable. The dreaded "writer's block" often
turns out to be simply a need for a better grasp of the temporal organization of
work.

The Clockwork Muse rethinks the writing process in terms of time and
organization. It offers writers a simple yet comprehensive framework that
considers such variables as when to write, for how long, and how often, while
keeping a sense of momentum throughout the entire project. It shows how to set
priorities, balance ideals against constraints, and find the ideal time to write.For
all those whose writing has languished, waiting for the "right moment," The
Clockwork Muse announces that the moment has arrived.
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For anyone who has blanched at the uphill prospect of finishing a long piece of writing, this book holds out
something more practical than hope: it offers a plan. The Clockwork Muse is designed to help prospective
authors develop a workable timetable for completing long and often formidable projects.

The idea of dashing off a manuscript in a fit of manic inspiration may be romantic, but it is not particularly
practical. Instead, Eviatar Zerubavel, a prolific and successful author, describes how to set up a writing
schedule and regular work habits that will take most of the anxiety and procrastination out of long-term
writing, and even make it enjoyable. The dreaded "writer's block" often turns out to be simply a need for a
better grasp of the temporal organization of work.

The Clockwork Muse rethinks the writing process in terms of time and organization. It offers writers a simple
yet comprehensive framework that considers such variables as when to write, for how long, and how often,
while keeping a sense of momentum throughout the entire project. It shows how to set priorities, balance
ideals against constraints, and find the ideal time to write.For all those whose writing has languished, waiting
for the "right moment," The Clockwork Muse announces that the moment has arrived.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Zerubavel (sociology, Rutgers), the author of seven books, shares his strategies on getting writing done, no
matter how busy or how blocked the writer is. The answer is to make a writing schedule and then follow it,
staying slightly flexible, writing outlines and drafts, and writing to deadlines. Written in a light, breezy style,
this small book offers little new information. Large libraries may want a paper copy, but a better choice for
dissertation writers is Joan Bolker's Writing Your Dissertation in Fifteen Minutes a Day (LJ 8/98).ALisa J.
Cihlar, Monroe P.L., WI
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Eviatar Zerubavel takes issue with books on research and writing that imply that checklists and synopses of
resources and literary texts are all the equipment a writer requires to start a research project. In The
Clockwork Muse, he assumes that writer's block is natural, pervasive, and tends to prevail regardless of an
individual's ability, ideas, and resources. He argues, therefore, that any writer's first task is to insure himself
against this paralyzing condition by commanding the 'procedural', not the 'material', aspects of producing a
manuscript. The basis of his philosophy is 'temporal organization': self-disciplined planning--'methodicalness
and routinisation'--result in manuscripts written well and on time. (Gregory LeStage Times Higher Education
Supplement)

Zerubavel understands that the writing mind is inherently perfectionist and that writing is a strangely and
dangerously self-engrossing process. His advice ranges from simple time-management schemes--so simple
yet so hard to observe--to important tips about how to exploit the computer. The computer, however comfy
for those wild writings beloved by the Camerons among us, is essentially an editing tool: a tool of self-
criticism. Zerubavel emphasizes that the writing life is actually a life of self-editing, of revision. That is why
it is hard; that is why it is exciting. Not just for academics, The Clockwork Muse belongs on every real
writer's desk. (Tom D'Evelyn Providence Sunday Journal)

About the Author
Eviatar Zerubavel is Professor of Sociology and director of the graduate program at Rutgers University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eva Velasco:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Clockwork Muse: A Practical Guide to Writing Theses,
Dissertations, and Books. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a new book The Clockwork Muse: A Practical Guide to Writing Theses,
Dissertations, and Books. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book
or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's go through.



Michael Watkins:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Clockwork Muse: A Practical
Guide to Writing Theses, Dissertations, and Books is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Eric Baur:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Clockwork
Muse: A Practical Guide to Writing Theses, Dissertations, and Books suitable to you? The book was written
by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Clockwork Muse: A Practical Guide to
Writing Theses, Dissertations, and Booksis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Barbara Folsom:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
the actual book you have read is The Clockwork Muse: A Practical Guide to Writing Theses, Dissertations,
and Books.
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