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The" spellbinding” (The New York Times) true story of a Jewish boy who
became the darling of the Nazis

When a Nazi death squad massacred his mother and fellow villagers, five-year-
old Alex Kurzem escaped, hiding in the freezing Russian forest until he was
picked up by agroup of Latvian SS soldiers. Alex was able to hide his Jewish
identity and win over the soldiers, becoming their mascot and an honorary
"corporal” in the SS with his own uniform. But what began as a desperate bid for
survival became a performance that delighted the highest ranks of the Nazi dlite.
And so ayoung Jewish boy ended up starring in a Nazi propagandafilm.

After sixty-three years of silence, Alex revealed his terrible secret to his son
Mark. With his son's help, Alex retraced his past in search of answers and
vindication. His story is at once aterrifying account of survival and its
psychological cost aswell as a brutally honest examination of identity,
complicity, and memory.
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hiding in the freezing Russian forest until he was picked up by a group of Latvian SS soldiers. Alex was able
to hide his Jewish identity and win over the soldiers, becoming their mascot and an honorary "corporal” in
the SS with his own uniform. But what began as a desperate bid for survival became a performance that
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After sixty-three years of silence, Alex revealed his terrible secret to his son Mark. With his son's help, Alex
retraced his past in search of answers and vindication. His story is at once aterrifying account of survival
and its psychological cost aswell as a brutally honest examination of identity, complicity, and memory.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Part mystery, part memory puzzle, it iswritten in the polished style of agood thriller, and it is
spellbinding.... Thisis abook to keep you up at night.”—Dinitia Smith, New York Times

“Astonishing.”—Car oline Sander son, The Bookseller

“Powerful.”—Olga Craig, The Sunday Telegraph (LONDON)

About the Author

Mark Kurzem grew up in Melbourne, Australia. He studied anthropology at the University of Oxford,
where he was a Commonwealth Scholar, and also studied at Melbourne, Jochi, and Tokyo universities,
where he was a Monbusho Research Scholar. He worked in the fields of political research, international
relations, teaching, and filmmaking in Japan, Australia, and the United Kingdom. He wrote and co-produced
adocumentary about his father’ s life, also titled The Mascot, which was the subject of international attention.
Hedied in 2010.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Bauer:

The book untitled The Mascot: Unraveling the Mystery of My Jewish Father's Nazi Boyhood is the e-book
that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did alot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of The Mascot: Unraveling the Mystery
of My Jewish Father's Nazi Boyhood from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

L oren Velasco:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Mascot: Unraveling the Mystery of My Jewish Father's Nazi
Boyhood this reserve consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. That book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explainitis
easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.



Oliver Gerling:

On this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you arerelated is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list will be The Mascot: Unraveling the Mystery of My Jewish Father's Nazi Boyhood.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Ronnie Correa;

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Mascot: Unraveling the Mystery of My Jewish Father's Nazi Boyhood when you desired it?
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