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Will the truth harm them -- or save them?

When Nigeria's corrupt military government kills their mother, twelve-year-old
Sade and her brother Femi think their lives are over. Out of fear for their safety,
their father, an outspoken journalist, decides to smuggle the children out of
Nigeria and into London, where their uncle lives. But when they get to the cold
and massive city, they find themselves lost and alone, with no one to trust and no
idea when -- or if -- they will ever see their father again.

The Other Side of Truth is a gripping adventure story about courage, family, and
the power of truth.
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Will the truth harm them -- or save them?

When Nigeria's corrupt military government kills their mother, twelve-year-old Sade and her brother Femi
think their lives are over. Out of fear for their safety, their father, an outspoken journalist, decides to smuggle
the children out of Nigeria and into London, where their uncle lives. But when they get to the cold and
massive city, they find themselves lost and alone, with no one to trust and no idea when -- or if -- they will
ever see their father again.

The Other Side of Truth is a gripping adventure story about courage, family, and the power of truth.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Sade, the 12-year-old protagonist of Naidoo's sophisticated and emotional novel, must flee her native Nigeria
with her younger brother after their mother is killed in a shooting. Their father, a muckraking journalist in
trouble with the military government, was the target. Sade and 10-year-old Femi soon find themselves
stranded in London, abandoned by the woman paid to smuggle them into the country, and at the mercy of
mostly friendly, but foreign government agencies, foster families and teachers. Her father finally surfaces in
England, only to be detained for illegally emigrating. Sade must learn quickly how to fight for what she
holds dear, including her father's safety. The inclusion of real facts about African countries, such as the
government's execution of Nigerian activist writer Ken Saro-Wiwa, makes Naidoo's story more poignant,
while the immediacy of the parallel story, in which Sade must deal with similar obstacles on a smaller scale
(e.g., powerful school gangs), makes the novel more accessible. Fashbacks, letters written between father
and daughter, and Sade's constant memories of her mother's sayings, add texture. Readers may be challenged
by some of the British English, but they will find it easy to understand Sade's joy at reuniting with her father
in prison, and likely find her determination exhilarating. Ages 10-up.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Gr 5-8-With political insight, sensitivity, and passion, Naidoo presents the harrowing story of two Nigerian
children caught in the civil strife of their beloved homeland in the mid-1990s. Eighth-grader Sade Solaja and
her fifth-grade brother, Femi, are hastily stowed out of Nigeria after their mother is shot and killed by
assassins' bullets meant for their outspoken journalist father. The children are abandoned in London and are
unable to locate their uncle, a university professor who has been threatened and has gone into hiding. Picked
up first by the police and then by immigration authorities, the youngsters remain silent, afraid to reveal their
true names and background. They are placed in a foster home where kindness does not relieve their
loneliness and alienation. School is a frightening plunge into Western culture, relaxed discipline, ethnic
harassment, and peer intimidation. When their father, who has illegally entered the country, contacts them
from a detention center, the children are jubilant. However, their excitement is overshadowed by his
imprisonment and subsequent hunger strike. Sade enacts a plan to tell "Mr. Seven O'Clock News" her
father's story. Public attention and support follow, prompting his release. Tension and hope alternately drive
the story as Sade and Femi grapple with an avalanche of decisions, disappointments, and discoveries.
Traditions temper Sade's despair as she remembers times at Family House in Ibadan, and her mother's quiet
admonition to be true to yourself. Through these compelling characters, Naidoo has captured and revealed
the personal anguish and universality of the refugee experience.

Gerry Larson, Durham School of the Arts, NC

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* r. 6-10. Like Naidoo's best-selling Journey to Jo'burg (1986), this story humanizes
contemporary politics through the eyes of a child. On the first page Sade Solaja, 12, sees her mother shot
dead outside their home in Lagos, Nigeria, in 1995. The soldiers really wanted to kill Sade's papa, an
outspoken journalist. The next day Sade and her younger brother, Femi, 10, must board a plane and flee with
false papers and false names to London. The arrangements in England fall through, and the children find

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


themselves alone on the cold streets of the huge unknown city. Eventually, the welfare office finds them a
kind foster home, but always there's the chance that Papa will be assassinated before he can join them in
England. Meanwhile, Sade must go to school and live with her grief and fear. Part survival adventure, part
docudrama, the narrative stays true to Sade's viewpoint, whether she's remembering what she left behind,
trying to care for her nearly silent brother, or coping with the bullies at her new school ("Don't need to spell
in the bush," they jeer at her, though her English is better than theirs). The school cruelty is almost
unbearable to read; so is the heartbreaking reunion with Papa in a London prison ("in a great arc, his arms
swept up the children"). And there's no simple upbeat resolution: Papa is right ("bad men succeed when the
rest of us look away"), and yet, because Papa wrote the truth, Mama is dead. Winner of the British Carnegie
Medal, this powerful novel brings the news images very close by showing how anyone can become part of
those winding lines of refugees. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

The book The Other Side of Truth gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure
or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Other Side of Truth to
become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Other Side
of Truth. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this book?

Lou Bryant:

Typically the book The Other Side of Truth will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very
ideal to you. The book The Other Side of Truth is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Nadine Taylor:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Other Side of Truth that give
your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you are able to pick The Other Side of Truth become your personal starter.

Carolyn Lew:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind



ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more time to be read. The Other Side of Truth can be your answer given it can be read by
an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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