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In 1904, Hanna Renstrom boards a ship bound for Australia hoping to escape the
cold and poverty that have dominated her life in Sweden. Her harrowing journey
lands her in Portuguese East Africa, a world where colonialism and white
colonists rule, where she becomes a peculiar outsider: she is on the outskirts of
white society, because of her gender and profession as the owner of a bordello,
and separated from the African prostitutes with whom she lives due to her skin
color. As her life becomes increasingly intertwined with the brothel, Hanna
moves inexorably toward the moment when one decision will defy all the
expectations society has of her and, most important, those she has of herself.
 
Henning Mankell imbues this deeply moving story with all of the gripping
drama, vividly drawn characters, and evocative details of place that fans of his
acclaimed Kurt Wallander crime novels have come to love.
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In 1904, Hanna Renstrom boards a ship bound for Australia hoping to escape the cold and poverty that have
dominated her life in Sweden. Her harrowing journey lands her in Portuguese East Africa, a world where
colonialism and white colonists rule, where she becomes a peculiar outsider: she is on the outskirts of white
society, because of her gender and profession as the owner of a bordello, and separated from the African
prostitutes with whom she lives due to her skin color. As her life becomes increasingly intertwined with the
brothel, Hanna moves inexorably toward the moment when one decision will defy all the expectations
society has of her and, most important, those she has of herself.
 
Henning Mankell imbues this deeply moving story with all of the gripping drama, vividly drawn characters,
and evocative details of place that fans of his acclaimed Kurt Wallander crime novels have come to love.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* In 1904, Hanna Lundmark, a young widow from poverty-stricken northern Sweden,
arrives in Lourenço Marques, a coastal town in Portuguese East Africa. Following a series of unexpected
events, she becomes the owner of a prosperous brothel of black prostitutes. Her new environment proves
difficult to navigate, particularly its blatant racism. Nobody knows what to make of a rich white
businesswoman, either. Black-white relations, evoked with subtle skill and mordant humor, are marked by
mutual incomprehension and fear, and Hanna’s attempts at friendliness and generosity toward her employees
are met with unnatural silences. When she obeys her conscience and makes a gutsy decision against bigotry,
the plot takes turns at once surprising and not. Mankell, Scandinavian crime fiction’s brightest star,
structures his latest around a true story from turn-of-the-century Mozambique. Considerable suspense derives
from the tense atmosphere and the fact that neither Hanna nor the reader knows quite what will happen next.
The tragic effects of colonialism in this divided land emerge slowly via a succession of shocking reveals.
This powerful work boasts a courageous, well-drawn heroine and makes its points without stridency or
didacticism. Since it’s written by Mankell, an author of such high stature, it should get the large audience it
deserves. --Sarah Johnson

Review
"A fascinating new novel [with] unusual flavor. It often reads like a fable of folktale . . . Reminiscent of
Latin American magic realism, transplanted to Africa . . . Carlos the chimp might have come out of a Garcia
Marquez novel, and the richly colored details of brothel life could be from a sprawling Jorge Amado tale. . . .
[A] sensuous, beguiling tapestry."
--William Boyd, "The New York Times Book Review"
"Mankell's narrative incorporates comments on racism, colonialism and the treatment of women, and his love
of Africa has not blinded him to many abiding issues which he makes timelessly resonant, despite the period
setting. . . . [But] Any polemical points are never foregrounded but are allowed to be grace notes in a saga of
sex, race and the shifting balance of power."
--Barry Forshaw, "The Independent"
" "
"Mankell uses his deep knowledge of Mozambique's history and politics to great advantage in this unusual
and riveting story."
--Kathy Stevenson, "The Daily Mail"
"Impressively deft . . . By the time it ends, readers might be surprised how far they have traveled . . . both
literally and psychologically. It's a testament to how powerfully moving and nuanced Mankell's books can
be, when he turns his attention away from corpses and world-weary detectives."
--Doug Childers, "Tampa Tribune"
"[An] engrossing tale of a woman cast adrift in an alien world. . . . How she confronts the loneliness and
racism of her unique place spins out in Mankell's masterful prose. As always with Mankell, the characters
are brilliantly conceived."
--Margaret Cannon, "The Globe and Mail"
"[An] intriguing tale . . . It keeps you guessing to the end."
--Tina Moran, "The Sunday Express"
"The story is well put together and never less than absorbing."
--Owen Richardson, "The Age"
" "
"The prose (translated by Laurie Thompson) is crisp and clear yet atmospheric as it conjures tensions that
would simmer for decades then
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About the Author
Henning Mankell’s novels have been translated into forty languages and have sold more than forty million
copies worldwide. He is the first winner of the Ripper Award (the new European prize for crime fiction) and
has also received the Glass Key and Golden Dagger awards. His Kurt Wallander mysteries were adapted into
a PBS television series starring Kenneth Branagh. Mankell divides his time between Sweden and
Mozambique.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Haag:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do that. You
must know how great along with important the book A Treacherous Paradise. All type of book can you see
on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Frank Bullard:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Treacherous Paradise is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Carl Vang:

The particular book A Treacherous Paradise will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very
ideal to you. The book A Treacherous Paradise is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Glen Bass:

A Treacherous Paradise can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every
word into delight arrangement in writing A Treacherous Paradise however doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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