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LIVING IN A MODERN WAY

CALIFORNIA DESIGN 1930-1965

In 1951, designer Greta Magnusson Grossman observed that Californiadesign
was "not a superimposed style, but an answer to present conditions....It has
developed out of our own preferences for living in amodern way." California
design influenced the material culture of the entire country, in everything from
architecture to fashion. This generoudly illustrated book, which accompanies a
major exhibition at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, isthe first
comprehensive examination of California's mid-century modern design. It begins
by tracing the origins of a distinctively California modernism in the 1930s by
such European émigrés as Richard Neutra, Rudolph Schindler, and Kem Weber;
it finds other specific design influences and innovations in solid-color
commercia ceramics, ingpirations from Mexico and Asia, new schools for design
training, new concepts about leisure, and the conversion of wartime technologies
to peacetime use (exemplified by Charles and Ray Eames's plywood and
fiberglass furniture).

The heart of California Design is the modern California home, famously
characterized by open plans conducive to outdoor living. The layouts of
modernist homes by Pierre Koenig, Craig Ellwood, and Raphael Soriano, for
example, were intended to blur the distinction between indoors and out. Homes
were furnished with products from Heath Ceramics, Van Keppel-Green, and
Architectural Pottery as well as other, previously unheralded companies and
designers. Many objects were designed to be multifunctional: pool and patio
furniture that was equally suitable indoors, lighting that was both task and
ambient, bookshelves that served as room dividers, and bathing suits that would
turn into ensembl es appropriate for indoor entertainment.

California Design includes 350 images, most in color, of furniture, ceramics,

metalwork, architecture, graphic and industrial design, film, textiles, and fashion,
and ten incisive essays that trace the rise of the California design aesthetic.
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In 1951, designer Greta Magnusson Grossman observed that California design was "not a superimposed
style, but an answer to present conditions....It has developed out of our own preferences for livingin a
modern way." California design influenced the material culture of the entire country, in everything from
architecture to fashion. This generoudly illustrated book, which accompanies a major exhibition at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, isthe first comprehensive examination of California's mid-century modern
design. It begins by tracing the origins of a distinctively California modernism in the 1930s by such
European émigrés as Richard Neutra, Rudolph Schindler, and Kem Weber; it finds other specific design
influences and innovations in solid-color commercial ceramics, inspirations from Mexico and Asia, new
schools for design training, new concepts about |eisure, and the conversion of wartime technologies to
peacetime use (exemplified by Charles and Ray Eames's plywood and fiberglass furniture).

The heart of California Design isthe modern California home, famously characterized by open plans
conducive to outdoor living. The layouts of modernist homes by Pierre Koenig, Craig Ellwood, and Raphael
Soriano, for example, were intended to blur the distinction between indoors and out. Homes were furnished
with products from Heath Ceramics, Van Keppel-Green, and Architectural Pottery as well as other,
previousy unheralded companies and designers. Many objects were designed to be multifunctional: pool and
patio furniture that was equally suitable indoors, lighting that was both task and ambient, bookshelves that
served as room dividers, and bathing suits that would turn into ensembles appropriate for indoor
entertainment.

California Design includes 350 images, most in color, of furniture, ceramics, metalwork, architecture,
graphic and industrial design, film, textiles, and fashion, and ten incisive essays that trace the rise of the
Cdlifornia design aesthetic.
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Editorial Review
Review

This book beautifully documents how climate, immigration, and industry influenced California's modern
design aesthetic.

(Publishers Weekly)

...[F]ascinating stuff, rich with detail and new discoveries.
(NZ House and Garden)
About the Author

Wendy Kaplan is Department Head and Curator of Decorative Arts and Design at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Steve Garcia:

A lot of people aways spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any book.
Itisrealy fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book California Design, 1930--1965: "Living in aModern Way" (MIT Press) it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-
book. Y ou can mQOore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
offers high quality.

Jonathan Gomes:

California Design, 1930--1965: "Living in aModern Way" (MIT Press) can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his’her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing California Design,
1930--1965: "Living in aModern Way" (MIT Press) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.



Bruce Benedict:

This California Design, 1930--1965: "Living in aModern Way" (MIT Press) is great guide for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can
state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole factsin it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having California Design, 1930--1965: "Living in aModern Way" (MIT Press) in your
hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , thisis certainly good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Paul L eavens:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims California Design, 1930-
-1965: "Living in aModern Way" (MIT Press).
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