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“Masterful and exhaustive . . . eye-opening lessons in economics, ethics,
culture and science, resulting in a comprehensive overview of a commodity
that is second only to oil in its importance to world trade.” —Worcester
Evening News

Coffee trader and historian Antony Wild delivers a rollicking history of the most
valuable legally traded commodity in the world after oil—an industry that
employs 100 million people throughout the world. From obscure beginnings in
east Africa in the fifteenth century as a stimulant in religious devotion, coffee
became an imperial commodity, produced by poor tropical countries and
consumed by rich temperate ones. Through the centuries, the influence of coffee
on the rise of capitalism and its institutions has been enormous. Revolutions were
once hatched in coffeehouses, commercial alliances were forged, secret societies
were formed, and politics and art were endlessly debated. Today, while coffee
chains spread like wildfire, coffee-producing countries are in crisis: with prices at
a historic low, they are plagued by unprecedented unemployment, abandoned
farms, enforced migration, and massive social disruption. Bridging the gap
between coffee’s dismal colonial past and its perilous corporate present, Coffee
reveals the shocking exploitation that has always lurked at the heart of the
industry.
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“Masterful and exhaustive . . . eye-opening lessons in economics, ethics, culture and science, resulting
in a comprehensive overview of a commodity that is second only to oil in its importance to world
trade.” —Worcester Evening News

Coffee trader and historian Antony Wild delivers a rollicking history of the most valuable legally traded
commodity in the world after oil—an industry that employs 100 million people throughout the world. From
obscure beginnings in east Africa in the fifteenth century as a stimulant in religious devotion, coffee became
an imperial commodity, produced by poor tropical countries and consumed by rich temperate ones. Through
the centuries, the influence of coffee on the rise of capitalism and its institutions has been enormous.
Revolutions were once hatched in coffeehouses, commercial alliances were forged, secret societies were
formed, and politics and art were endlessly debated. Today, while coffee chains spread like wildfire, coffee-
producing countries are in crisis: with prices at a historic low, they are plagued by unprecedented
unemployment, abandoned farms, enforced migration, and massive social disruption. Bridging the gap
between coffee’s dismal colonial past and its perilous corporate present, Coffee reveals the shocking
exploitation that has always lurked at the heart of the industry.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
While coffee historian Wild brings enthusiasm to this tome on the 500-year history of the caffeinated bean, it
doesn't match the simple passion with which coffee lovers enjoy their morning java. (In fairness to the
author, how could it?) Wild (The East India Company) traces the bean as it makes its way from Africa to the
Middle East (it was once known as the "wine of Araby") to the West, and the rise in cafe culture across
Europe and eventually the New World, where, thanks to the Boston Tea Party, coffee surpassed tea as the
patriotic drink of choice for a fledging nation. But Wild repeatedly reminds readers that for all the pleasure a
cup of coffee brings to its drinker, the history of this beguiling brew is indeed dark. As long as there has been
coffee, Wild asserts, there have been colonial powers—and now corporations—to exploit the workers that
grow it. While this is a fascinating story that combines history with anthropology, too often the writing is
buried under the heartless statistics of economic formulations. However, the work does provide caffeine
junkies with intriguing reading material next time they find themselves waiting in line to order their grande
vanilla latte. Illus. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Wild reveals that in the U.S. alone, some 1.5 million people are involved in the coffee industry either directly
through coffee processing, sales, and distribution or indirectly through manufacture of paper cups and the
like. Although coffee consumption is rising, the amount of money paid to coffee producers continues to fall,
reducing many to poverty and destroying already fragile economies. Ironically, some of the trouble in coffee
markets may be attributed to U.S. efforts to revive Vietnam's economy through the planting of lesser-quality
coffee bushes. Wild further links coffee to ill health and to colonialism, and he holds in particular contempt
the development of instant coffee. Tracing coffee's history and spread from sixteenth-century East Africa and
Arabia, Wild perceptively connects it with Napoleon's career and with the poet Rimbaud. Wild depicts a
particularly unflattering picture of competing efforts to endorse or to condemn caffeine's invigorating effect.
His radical take on the rise of Starbucks makes McDonald's growth look innocuous. Wild may represent an
extreme stance, but his effort raises many troubling questions. Mark Knoblauch
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Antony Wild is the author of The East India Company and Remains of the Raj and is widely credited with
having introduced specialty coffees into the UK. He lives in Verrieres, France.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Hamlin:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Coffee:
A Dark History? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Kellie Smith:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Coffee: A Dark History book since this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you probably know this.

Christopher Suttle:

The ability that you get from Coffee: A Dark History is the more deep you looking the information that hide
inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Coffee: A Dark History giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having this kind of Coffee: A Dark History instantly.

Herbert Gist:

This Coffee: A Dark History tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The main reason of this Coffee: A Dark History can be one of several great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Coffee: A Dark History forcing you to have an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.
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