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Film is an art form with a language and an aesthetic all its own. Since 1979,
David Bordwell and Kristin Thompson's Film Art has been the best-selling and
widely respected introduction to the analysis of cinema.

Taking a skills-centered approach supported by a wide range of examples from
various periods and countries, the authors strive to help students develop a core
set of analytical skills that will deepen their understanding of any film, in any
genre. Frame enlargements throughout the text enable students to view images
taken directly from completed films, while an optional, text-specific tutorial CD-
ROM helps clarify and reinforce specific concepts addressed in the text with the
use of film clips. Building on these strengths, the ninth edition adds coverage of
new technologies, updated examples, and references to the authors' acclaimed
weblog to provide unparalleled currency and connect students with the world of
cinema today.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David Bordwell is Jacques Ledoux Professor Emeritus of Film Studies at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. He holds a master's degree and a doctorate in film from the University of Iowa. His books include
The Films of Carl Theodor Dreyer (University of California Press, 1981), Narration in the Fiction Film
(University of Wisconsin Press, 1985), Ozu and the Poetics of Cinema (Princeton University Press, 1988),
Making Meaning: Inference and Rhetoric in the Interpretation of Cinema (Harvard University Press, 1989),
The Cinema of Eisenstein (Harvard University Press, 1993), On the History of Film Style (Harvard
University Press, 1997), Planet Hong Kong: Popular Cinema and the Art of Entertainment (Harvard
University Press, 2000), Figures Traced in Light: On Cinematic Staging (University of California Press,
2005), The Way Hollywood Tells It: Story and Style in Modern Movies (University of California Press,
2006), and The Poetics of Cinema (Routledge, 2008). He has won a University Distinguished Teaching
Award and was awarded an honorary degree by the University of Copenhagen. His we site is
www.davidbordwell.net.

Kristin Thompson is an Honorary Fellow at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She holds a master’s
degree in film from the University of Iowa and a doctorate in film from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. She has published Eisenstein's Ivan the Terrible: A Neoformalist Analysis (Princeton University
Press, 1981), Exporting Entertainment: America in the World Film Market 1907-1934 (British Film Institute,
1985), Breaking the Glass Armor: Neoformalist Film Analysis (Princeton University Press, 1988), Wooster
Proposes, Jeeves Disposes, or, Le Mot Juste (James H. Heineman, 1992), Storytelling in the New
Hollywood: Understanding Classical Narrative Technique (Harvard University Press, 1999), Storytelling in
Film and Television (Harvard University Press, 2003), Herr Lubitsch Goes to Hollywood: German and
American Film after World War I (Amsterdam University Press, 2005), and The Frodo Franchise: The Lord
of the Rings and Modern Hollywood (University of California Press, 2007). She blogs with David at
www.davidbordwell.net/blog. She maintains her own blog, "The Frodo Franchise," at
www.kristinthompson.net/blog. In her spare time she studies Egyptology.

The authors have also collaborated on Film History: An Introduction (McGraw-Hill, 3rd. ed., 2010) and,
with Janet Staiger, on The Classical Hollywood Cinema: Film Style and Mode of Production to 1960
(Columbia University Press, 1985).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Dunn:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Film Art: An Introduction book as
this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Michael Auten:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Film Art: An Introduction is kind of
book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Maurice Lamothe:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Film Art: An
Introduction suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Film Art: An Introductionis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Ryan Barrett:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Film Art: An Introduction can be the reply, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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