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Harvey Sacks's early death in 1975 robbed the social sciences of one of its most
original thinkers. Although he published relatively little in his lifetime, his
lectures and papers were enormously influential in sociology and
sociolinguistics, and they played a major role in the development of
ethnomethodology and conversation analysis. The recent publication of Sacks's
Lectures on Conversation has provided an excellent opportunity for a wide-
ranging reassessment of his contribution.

In this new book, David Silverman provides a clear introduction to Sacks's work
and reassesses its value for sociology, linguistics, anthropology, and psychology.
Using a variety of examples, he explains Sacks's ideas on method, language and
talk-interaction. He argues that Sack's work offers a highly original perspective
on language and social life and raises fundamental questions for the social
sciences--questions which, after more than twenty years, remain vitally important
and largely unanswered.

Written in a lively and accessible way, this book will be of particular interest to
students of sociology, sociolinguistics, social theory and method, but it will also
be of interest to students and researchers in anthropology, psychology, and
related disciplines.
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Editorial Review

Review
"David Silverman is to be thanked for leading the novice and the expert through the complex, heretofore
underground corpus of Harvey Sacks's work. Finally, the social science community can study and learn from
Sacks's pathbreaking studies of talk and conversational analysis. The social science
community in the field of everyday life studies owes Silverman a great debt."--Norman K. Denzin,University
of Illinois

This book can be used to complement primary materials in upper-level undergraduate and graduate courses
on language use and conversation analysis. At the time of writing this review, I have not yet had a chance to
use the book in my classes, but particularly at the undergraduate level, where
my use of Sacks's lectures has met with varied reactions, I anticipate that Silverman's introduction to the
"aesthetic" and the "legacy" may help overcome some barriers.--Language in Society

"Harvey Sacks, as the say, was an original. David Silverman provides a thoughtful, lucid account of his
penetrating work. I urge anyone concerned with occurring speech to read this book. One's sense of how to
interpret what is said will be changed. Even if one does not adopt the approach, one
will have an essential landmark and reference point to inform what one does oneself."--Dell
Hymes,University of Virginia

About the Author
David Silverman is Professor of Sociology at Goldsmiths' College, London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mildred Parker:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Harvey
Sacks: Social Science and Conversation Analysis? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Amy Zambrano:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Harvey Sacks: Social Science
and Conversation Analysis is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.



David Murray:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Harvey Sacks: Social Science and Conversation
Analysis is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Carl Fox:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Harvey Sacks: Social Science and
Conversation Analysis reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Harvey Sacks: Social
Science and Conversation Analysis as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
guide that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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