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The end of the Second World War saw the emergence of neorealist film in Italy.
In Italian Neorealist Cinema, Christopher Wagstaff analyses three neorealist
films that have had significant influence on filmmakers around the world.
Wagstaff treats these films as assemblies of sounds and images rather than as
representations of historical reality. If Roberto Rossellini's Roma città aperta and
Paisà, and Vittorio De Sica's Ladri di biciclette are still, half a century after they
were made, among the most highly valued artefacts in the history of cinema,
Wagstaff suggests that this could be due to the aesthetic and rhetorical qualities
of their assembled narratives, performances, locations, lighting, sound, mise en
scène, and montage.

This volume begins by situating neorealist cinema in its historical, industrial,
commercial and cultural context, and makes available for the first time a large
amount of data on post-war Italian cinema. Wagstaff offers a theoretical
discussion of what it means to treat realist films as aesthetic artefacts before
moving on to the core of the book, which consists of three studies of the films
under discussion. Italian Neorealist Cinema not only offers readers in Film
Studies and Italian Studies a radically new perspective on neorealist cinema and
the Italian art cinema that followed it, but theorises and applies a method of close
analysis of film texts for those interested in aesthetics and rhetoric, as well as
cinema in general.
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The end of the Second World War saw the emergence of neorealist film in Italy. In Italian Neorealist
Cinema, Christopher Wagstaff analyses three neorealist films that have had significant influence on
filmmakers around the world. Wagstaff treats these films as assemblies of sounds and images rather than as
representations of historical reality. If Roberto Rossellini's Roma città aperta and Paisà, and Vittorio De
Sica's Ladri di biciclette are still, half a century after they were made, among the most highly valued
artefacts in the history of cinema, Wagstaff suggests that this could be due to the aesthetic and rhetorical
qualities of their assembled narratives, performances, locations, lighting, sound, mise en scène, and montage.

This volume begins by situating neorealist cinema in its historical, industrial, commercial and cultural
context, and makes available for the first time a large amount of data on post-war Italian cinema. Wagstaff
offers a theoretical discussion of what it means to treat realist films as aesthetic artefacts before moving on to
the core of the book, which consists of three studies of the films under discussion. Italian Neorealist Cinema
not only offers readers in Film Studies and Italian Studies a radically new perspective on neorealist cinema
and the Italian art cinema that followed it, but theorises and applies a method of close analysis of film texts
for those interested in aesthetics and rhetoric, as well as cinema in general.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

'Italian Neorealist Cinemais a terrific book, well researched, intelligent, open-minded, witty, and, more
importantly, very original. Specialists have written thousands of pages on the topic but none of them has
produced such a clever volume as this. In particular, Christopher Wagstaff's close readings of films by
Rossellini and De Sica are masterful, and his examination of lighting in Roma città aperta is destined to
become a classic in film studies.'

-Pierre Sorlin, Professor of Sociology of Audiovisual Media, Université de la Sorbonne Nouvelle

About the Author
Christopher Wagstaff is Senior Lecturer in Italian Studies at the University of Reading.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jodi Dauphin:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is
this Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies (Paperback)).

Mary Buss:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic
Approach (Toronto Italian Studies (Paperback)) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still uncertainty Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies (Paperback))
as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge
book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Robert Colgan:

The book untitled Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies (Paperback))



contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
written by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and
also order it. Have a nice study.

Rosemary Robinson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something
by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Italian Neorealist
Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies (Paperback)).
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