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Laurie Baker was born in Birmingham, England in 1917. He graduated from the
Birmingham Institute of Art and Design with architecture at the age of 20. He
moved to India in 1945, and was initially a part of the World Leprosy Mission,
which aimed at the conversion of once used asylums into hospitals which would
shelter the people suffering from the disease.

In a meeting with Mahatma Gandhi that happened in 1943, Gandhi told Baker
that his knowledge of western architecture would be of very little help in India,
where the rural areas needed more attention than the cities. Gandhi gave Baker
his idea of building houses, saying that the materials needed to build a house
should be acquired from within 5 miles of the site. This idea was to have a great
impact on the architect s life a few years down the line.

During his architectural career in India, Baker became renowned for building
beautiful houses with local materials. These low-cost houses were aimed at
clients from the lower class and the lower-middle class. To further spread
awareness about cost-effective housing in India, he founded the Center of
Science and Technology for Rural Development. The Government of India
recognized Baker s outstanding contributions to the country s architecture by
awarding him the Padma Shri in 1990.

This book, Laurie Baker: Life, Works And Writings, delves deep into Baker s life
and gives the readers a comprehensive view of him.
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Laurie Baker was born in Birmingham, England in 1917. He graduated from the Birmingham Institute of Art
and Design with architecture at the age of 20. He moved to India in 1945, and was initially a part of the
World Leprosy Mission, which aimed at the conversion of once used asylums into hospitals which would
shelter the people suffering from the disease.

In a meeting with Mahatma Gandhi that happened in 1943, Gandhi told Baker that his knowledge of western
architecture would be of very little help in India, where the rural areas needed more attention than the cities.
Gandhi gave Baker his idea of building houses, saying that the materials needed to build a house should be
acquired from within 5 miles of the site. This idea was to have a great impact on the architect s life a few
years down the line.

During his architectural career in India, Baker became renowned for building beautiful houses with local
materials. These low-cost houses were aimed at clients from the lower class and the lower-middle class. To
further spread awareness about cost-effective housing in India, he founded the Center of Science and
Technology for Rural Development. The Government of India recognized Baker s outstanding contributions
to the country s architecture by awarding him the Padma Shri in 1990.

This book, Laurie Baker: Life, Works And Writings, delves deep into Baker s life and gives the readers a
comprehensive view of him.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Gautam Bhatia is a well-known Indian architect, author and artist.

Several of his books have found international recognition. Some of his best works are Punjabi Baroque And
Other Memories of Architecture, Comic Century: An Unreliable History of the 20th Century, A Short
History of Everything: A Novel, Chandigarh: The Making of An Indian City, and Silent Spaces And Other
Stories of Architecture.

The author completed both his graduation and Master s from the University of Pennsylvania. In his career as
an architect, he worked with Laurie Baker. He is also a writer for the Indian magazine Outlook and the
newspaper Indian Express.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Travis Ralls:

This Laurie Baker: Life, Work and Writings book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Laurie Baker: Life, Work and Writings without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Laurie Baker: Life, Work and Writings can bring
any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Laurie Baker: Life, Work and Writings having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Brenda Gregg:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Laurie Baker: Life, Work and
Writings book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Richard Broderick:

Laurie Baker: Life, Work and Writings can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Laurie Baker: Life, Work and Writings but doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.



Tammie Turman:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually Laurie Baker: Life, Work and Writings. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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