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In Mildred Pierce, noir master James M. Cain creates a novel of acute social
observation and devasting emotional violence, with a heroine whose ambitions
and sufferings are never less than recognizable.

Mildred Pierce had gorgeous legs, a way with a skillet, and a bone-deep core of
toughness. She used those attributes to survive a divorce and poverty and to claw
her way out of the lower middle class. But Mildred also had two weaknesses: a
yen for shiftless men, and an unreasoning devotion to a monstrous daughter.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Cain's classic novel, and the source for the 1945 film starring Joan Crawford, makes its way onto audio with
this reading by actor and singer Williams. Cain's purple prose and then-scandalous dialogue take on new life
under Williams's direction, her assured tone underscoring the legendary noir writer's rip-roaring tale of a
woman scorned who survives no-good men and a hateful daughter to make it in 1930s Los Angeles.
Williams is out of her depth encountering tense or high-pitched dialogue, reading it in a clipped monotone
that does little for Cain's drama, but is on far stronger ground with the rest of the book, which flourishes
under her steady, patient, ever-so-slightly melancholic gaze. Williams's reading lacks the rage that moved
Crawford's Mildred, but her version of the now-familiar story amplifies our sense of Cain's heroine as an
abandoned woman who finds her own way, on her own terms. (Apr.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
''[James M. Cain is] the poet of the hard-boiled school of the American novel.'' --The Washington Post

''Nobody has quite pulled it off the way Cain does, not Hemmingway, and not even Raymond Chandler.'' --
Tom Wolfe

''Cain can get down to the primary impulses of greed and sex in fewer words than any writer we know of.'' --
The New York Times

''A novel that, once begun, will almost surely be read to the end . . . it reflects no codes, no restrictions, and
none but the primordial necessities. It is a bath in sensation.'' --New York Times Book Review

''[Mildred Pierce] take[s] on new life under Williams's direction . . . [the story] flourishes under her steady,
patient, ever-so-slightly melancholic gaze. Williams's reading . . . amplifies our sense of Cain's heroine as an
abandoned woman who finds her own way, on her own terms.'' --Publishers Weekly

From the Inside Flap
Mildred Pierce had gorgeous legs, a way with a skillet, and a bone-deep core of toughness. She used those
attributes to survive a divorce and poverty and to claw her way out of the lower middle class. But Mildred
also had two weaknesses: a yen for shiftless men, and an unreasoning devotion to a monstrous daughter.
Out of these elements, Cain creates a novel of acute social observation and devastating emotional violence,
with a heroine whose ambitions and sufferings are never less than recognizable.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Moore:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Mildred Pierce. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Mildred Pierce. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library.



Let's examine.

Rebecca Clark:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Mildred Pierce as your daily resource
information.

Donovan Houseman:

Beside this specific Mildred Pierce in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Mildred
Pierce because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would
not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that?
Find this book as well as read it from now!

Christine Cote:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book Mildred Pierce we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become
creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life at this book Mildred Pierce. You can more appealing than now.
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