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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

This authoritative analysis introduces the key concepts used by contemporary political scientists. Rigorous,
concise, and tightly argued, it makes use of everyday and historical examples to illustrate important and
challenging conceptual material.Uses the core political phenomenon ofinfluenceas a springboard to
explaining politics, government, state, political systems, democracy, and the like. Explores the democratic
political system and what has been learned about the conditions that facilitate or undermine democracy. Is
updated throughout to treat recent developments in world events and political analysis. Discusses the
important differences between democratic and nondemocratic systems.For anyone interested in learning
more about how political systems and governments work.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

This sixth edition of Modern Political Analysis appears more than a decade after its immediate predecessor
and in the early years of a new century and new millennium. Notwithstanding the passage of years and
accompanying political events—of which the audacious terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, are surely
among the most prominent—this new edition of Modern Political Analysis reaffirms enduring perspectives
on the nature of politics and how contemporary political scientists analyze it. Even so, this edition, marked
by the addition of a co-author (Bruce Stinebrickner) to work with the original author (Robert A. Dahl),
reflects a thorough revision of what has gone before.

Our treatment of influence and the nature of politics in Part I has been substantially revised and reordered to
make it more easily grasped by student readers. Chapter 1 describes people in different situations of
influence, ranging from those with virtually no influence over others to enormously powerful figures like
Hitler and Stalin. Only after these historical accounts in Chapter 1 do we treat in more abstract fashion the
central concept of influence and its relationship to politics and associated phenomena in the remaining four
chapters in Part I.

The four chapters that constitute Part II treat similarities and differences among the world's political systems
and generally parallel the approach used in the fifth edition. However, the demise of the Soviet Union since
that previous edition has reshaped the political landscape in a large part of the world and significantly
increased the number of sovereign states on this planet, all of which is reflected in relevant tables and figures
presented in Chapters 8 and 9. Yet our analysis in Chapter 9 confirms that earlier editions' overarching
approach to the factors that facilitate democracy in national political systems has stood the test of time. In
this context, we wish to thank Sunil K. Sahu, a colleague of Stinebrickner at DePauw University, and
Michael Coppedge of the University of Notre Dame, a former graduate student of Dahl at Yale, for their help
in revising various sections of Part II. Professor Sahu suggested many bibliographic and data sources
relevant to our analysis in Chapters 6 through 9, while Professor Coppedge provided insights that assisted in
the construction of the "polyarchy index" that underlies Figures 9-1 and 9-2.

The two chapters that make up Part III have both been substantially revised, but in different ways. While the
outline of the analysis of political participation in Chapter 10 is largely the same as in the fifth edition, we
have refined and streamlined the argument in several respects and updated the bibliographic citations in light
of relevant research that has become available since the fifth edition. We would be remiss not to mention our
mutual friend David R. Mayhew of Yale University for his assistance in pointing us to recent important



research on political participation. Professor Mayhew was Stinebrickner's Ph.D. dissertation advisor at Yale
in the 1970s and is a longtime departmental colleague of Dahl, and both of us are grateful to him for his
characteristically knowledgeable and timely help. Our revision of Chapter 11, which treats political
evaluation, is an attempt to simplify and clarify the arguments) so as to make the main points more
accessible to student readers.

We conclude the book in Part IV by blending old and new material in a new chapter entitled "What Good Is
Modern Political Analysis?" In that chapter we incorporate recent work by political scientists suggesting how
political science can and does have applicability and relevance outside the academic world.

We would also like to thank the following reviewers: Michael C. Downs, Indiana University-Purdue
University; Clarissa Peterson-DePauw University; and Robert Price-University of California, Berkeley.

Before we sent our manuscript to Prentice Hall, Kelsey Kauffman undertook to read and reformat the entire
draft. Her fresh eyes caught a number of errors, and we would like to thank her for her timely editorial
assistance.

We are painfully aware that on everything said in this book there is much more to be said. From the first
edition to the present, however, Modern Political Analysis has been intended to be a short book. It would
have been much easier to write a longer one. To keep the book close to its original size, when adding new
sections we have usually deleted old ones. No reader will, we hope, regard this book as more than an
introduction to a world of experience as complex as it is fascinating.

Robert A. Dahl and Bruce Stinebrickner
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leonard Palmer:

The book Modern Political Analysis (Foundations of Modern Political Science) make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Modern Political Analysis (Foundations of Modern Political Science) to be your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Modern Political Analysis (Foundations of
Modern Political Science). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Ross Adams:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new



details. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Modern Political Analysis (Foundations of Modern Political Science), you may tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Ryan Fox:

This Modern Political Analysis (Foundations of Modern Political Science) is brand new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Modern Political Analysis (Foundations of Modern Political Science) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Steven Jones:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Modern Political Analysis (Foundations of Modern Political Science)
can make you feel more interested to read.
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