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Spirits of Protestantism reveals how liberal Protestants went from being early-
twentieth-century medical missionaries seeking to convert others through science
and scripture, to becoming vocal critics of missionary arrogance who
experimented with non-western healing modes such as Y oga and Reiki. Drawing
on archival and ethnographic sources, Pamela E. Klassen shows how and why the
very notion of healing within North America has been infused with a Protestant
"supernatural liberalism." In the course of coming to their changing vision of
healing, liberal Protestants became pioneers three times over: in the struggle
against the cultural and medical pathologizing of homosexuality; in the critique
of Christian missionary triumphalism; and in the diffusion of an ever-more
ubiquitous anthropology of "body, mind, and spirit." At atime when the political
and anthropological significance of Christianity is being hotly debated, Spirits of
Protestantism forcefully argues for areconsideration of the historical legacies
and cultural effects of liberal Protestantism, even for the anthropology of religion
itself.
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Soirits of Protestantism reveals how liberal Protestants went from being early-twentieth-century medical
missionaries seeking to convert others through science and scripture, to becoming vocal critics of missionary
arrogance who experimented with non-western healing modes such as Y oga and Reiki. Drawing on archival
and ethnographic sources, Pamela E. Klassen shows how and why the very notion of healing within North
America has been infused with a Protestant "supernatural liberalism.” In the course of coming to their
changing vision of healing, liberal Protestants became pioneers three times over: in the struggle against the
cultural and medical pathologizing of homosexuality; in the critique of Christian missionary triumphalism;
and in the diffusion of an ever-more ubiquitous anthropology of "body, mind, and spirit." At atime when the
political and anthropological significance of Christianity is being hotly debated, Spirits of Protestantism
forcefully argues for areconsideration of the historical legacies and cultural effects of liberal Protestantism,
even for the anthropology of religion itself.
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Editorial Review
Review

“A courageous and balanced treatise. . . . A nuanced call for the careful analysis of the seemingly familiar.”
(Willson Wills Somatosphere 2012-07-08)

“A rich portrait of 20th century Protestant liberalism.”
(Heather D. Curtis Religion 2012-03-09)

"An exceptionally detailed, historically grounded and comprehensive account.”
(Toomas Gross Journal of the Finnish Anthropological Society 2014-02-01)

From the Inside Flap

“Klassen’ s book is much more than afirst-rate study of how two churches in Canada positioned themselves
within the ostensibly parallel worlds of biomedicine and spiritual healing. It is, at its core, an insightful
meditation on the relationship between liberal Protestantism and the project of modernity. A must read not
only for students of Christianity, but al those interested in the legacies of secularism and enchantment.”
—Matthew Engelke, London School of Economics

About the Author

Pamela E. Klassen is Professor in the Department for the Study of Religion at the University of Toronto.
Sheisthe author of Blessed Events: Religion and Home Birth in America.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brandon Jenkins:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Spirits of
Protestantism: Medicine, Healing, and Liberal Christianity (The Anthropology of Christianity) suitableto
you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Spirits of Protestantism:
Medicine, Healing, and Liberal Christianity (The Anthropology of Christianity)is the main one of several
books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their ideain the
simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of thisreserve. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

LauraBurke:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their



story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days aways try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Spirits of Protestantism: Medicine, Healing, and Liberal Christianity (The Anthropology of Christianity).

Daniel Martin:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find anew activity thisislook different you can read
anew book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book Spirits of Protestantism: Medicine, Healing, and Liberal Christianity (The
Anthropology of Chritianity) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The
price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Jacob Brown:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media socia including
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Spirits of Protestantism: Medicine, Healing, and Liberal Christianity (The Anthropology of Christianity)
when you necessary it?
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