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At atime when unprecedented change in international affairsisforcing
governments, citizens, and armed forces everywhere to re-assess the question of
whether military solutions to political problems are possible any longer, Martin
van Creveld has written an audacious searching examination of the nature of war
and of itsradical transformation in our own time.

For 200 years, military theory and strategy have been guided by the
Clausewitzian assumption that war is rational—a reflection of national interest
and an extension of politics by other means. However, van Creveld argues, the
overwhelming pattern of conflict in the post-1945 world no longer yields fully to
rational analysis. In fact, strategic planning based on such calculationsis, and
will continue to be, unrelated to current realities.

Small-scale military eruptions around the globe have demonstrated new forms of
warfare with a different cast of characters - guerillaarmies, terrorists, and
bandits—pursuing diverse goals by violent means with the most primitive to the
most sophisticated weapons. Although these warriors and their tactics testify to
the end of conventional war as we've known it, the public and the military in the
devel oped world continue to contemplate organized violence as conflict between
the super powers.

At this moment, armed conflicts of the type van Creveld describes are occurring
throughout the world. From Lebanon to Cambodia, from Sri Lanka and the
Philippinesto El Salvador, the Persian Gulf, and the strife-torn nations of Eastern
Europe, violent confrontations confirm a new model of warfare in which tribal,
ethnic, and religious factions do battle without high-tech weapons or state-
supported armies and resources. This low-intensity conflict challenges existing
distinctions between civilian and solder, individual crime and organized violence,
terrorism and war. In the present global atmosphere, practices that for three
centuries have been considered uncivilized, such as capturing civilians or even
entire communities for ransom, have begun to reappear.

Pursuing bold and provocative paths of inquiry, van Creveld posits the
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inadequacies of our most basic ideas as to who fights wars and why and broaches
the inevitability of man's need to “play” at war. In turn brilliant and infuriating,
this challenge to our thinking and planning current and future military encounters
is one of the most important books on war we are likely to read in our lifetime.
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At atime when unprecedented change in international affairsisforcing governments, citizens, and armed
forces everywhere to re-assess the question of whether military solutions to political problems are possible
any longer, Martin van Creveld has written an audacious searching examination of the nature of war and of
itsradical transformation in our own time.

For 200 years, military theory and strategy have been guided by the Clausewitzian assumption that war is
rational—a reflection of national interest and an extension of politics by other means. However, van Creveld
argues, the overwhelming pattern of conflict in the post-1945 world no longer yields fully to rational
analysis. In fact, strategic planning based on such calculationsis, and will continue to be, unrelated to current
redlities.

Small-scale military eruptions around the globe have demonstrated new forms of warfare with a different
cast of characters - guerillaarmies, terrorists, and bandits—pursuing diverse goals by violent means with the
most primitive to the most sophisticated weapons. Although these warriors and their tactics testify to the end
of conventional war as we've known it, the public and the military in the devel oped world continue to
contemplate organized violence as conflict between the super powers.

At this moment, armed conflicts of the type van Creveld describes are occurring throughout the world. From
L ebanon to Cambodia, from Sri Lanka and the Philippinesto El Salvador, the Persian Gulf, and the strife-
torn nations of Eastern Europe, violent confrontations confirm anew model of warfare in which tribal,
ethnic, and religious factions do battle without high-tech weapons or state-supported armies and resources.
This low-intensity conflict challenges existing distinctions between civilian and solder, individual crime and
organized violence, terrorism and war. In the present global atmosphere, practices that for three centuries
have been considered uncivilized, such as capturing civilians or even entire communities for ransom, have
begun to reappear.

Pursuing bold and provocative paths of inquiry, van Creveld posits the inadequacies of our most basic ideas
asto who fights wars and why and broaches the inevitability of man's need to “play” at war. In turn brilliant
and infuriating, this challenge to our thinking and planning current and future military encountersis one of
the most important books on war we are likely to read in our lifetime.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Most wars since 1945 have been low-intensity conflicts and, according to the author, incomparably more
significant than conventional wars in terms of casualties suffered and political results achieved. Citing the
dismal record of regular forcesvs. irregularsin Vietnam, Lebanon, Afghanistan and elsewhere, he suggests
that as small-scale wars proliferate, conventional armed forces will shrink and the burden of protecting
society will shift to the booming security business. Van Creveld, who teaches history at Hebrew University
in Jerusalem, argues that the theories of Karl von Clausewitz, which form the basis for Western strategic
thought, are largely irrelevant to nonpolitical wars such as the Islamic jihad and wars for existence such as
Israel's Six-Day War. In the future, he prophesies, wars will be waged by groups of terrorists, guerrillas and
bandits motivated by fanatical, ideologically-based loyalties; conventional battles will be replaced by
skirmishes, bombings and massacres. Weapons will become less, rather than more, sophisticated and the
high-tech weapons industry (which "supports itself by exporting its own uselessness') will collapse like a
house of cards. A bold, provocative, frightening book.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Hill:

The e-book untitled The Transformation of War: The Most Radical Reinterpretation of Armed Conflict Since
Clausewitz is the guide that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did alot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of The Transformation of
War: The Most Radical Reinterpretation of Armed Conflict Since Clausewitz from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Tanya Minor:

The e-book with title The Transformation of War: The Most Radical Reinterpretation of Armed Conflict
Since Clausewitz posesses alot of information that you can learn it. You can get alot of profit after read this
book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you inside new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

James M cFarland:

Precisely why? Because this The Transformation of War: The Most Radical Reinterpretation of Armed
Conflict Since Clausewitz is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic



author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having
this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of gains than the other book
possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Cheri Adamo:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Transformation of
War: The Most Radical Reinterpretation of Armed Conflict Since Clausewitz which is getting the e-book
version. So, why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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