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What is modernity? Do we all experience modernity in the same way? How
should we understand contemporary social change? This volume explores
questions of modernity through critical engagements with the work of Anthony
Giddens, focusing in particular on the relationships between his social theory and
political sociology. Three substantive areas - reflexivity, environment and
identity - are examined theoretically through the relationships between reflexivity
and rationality, life politics and institutional power, and universalism and
'difference'.

As well as specifically addressing Giddens' reconstruction of sociology, the
contributors also explore a wide variety of critical issues currently occupying
centre stage in social theory. These include questions about the character of
contemporary societies, the periodisation of social change, the processes of
change by which societies are constantly made and remade by people, the
relationships between the 'social' and the 'natural', the formation and maintenance
of identities and matters of epistemology and methodology in social science.

Theorising Modernity will be of interest to undergraduate and postgraduate
students of sociology, modern political thought, social geography and social
policy and to social scientists trying to make sense of the modernity debate.

Martin O'Brien is Research at the University of Derby. Sue Penna is a Lecturer in
Applied Social Science at Lancaster University. Colin Hay is a Lecturer in the
Department of Political Science and International Studies at the University of
Birmingham (UK), a Visiting Fellow of the Department of Political Science at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (US) and Research Affiliate of the
Centre for European Studies at Harvard University (US).
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
What is modernity? Do we all experience modernity in the same way? How should we understand
contemporary social change? This volume explores questions of modernity through critical engagements
with the work of Anthony Giddens, focusing in particular on the relationships between his social theory and
political sociology. Three substantive areas - reflexivity, environment and identity - are examined
theoretically through the relationships between reflexivity and rationality life politics and institutional power,
and universalism and 'difference'. Theorising Modernity will be of interest to undergraduate and postgraduate
students of sociology, modern political thought, social geography and social policy and to social scientists
trying to make sense of the modernity debate.

About the Author
Colin Hay is Professor of Political Analysis at the University of Birmingham.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Richardson:

The book Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave a good thing like a book Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social
Theory? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Theorising Modernity:
Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Nancy Jones:

The reserve with title Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory
includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Luann Bowen:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity,



Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Theorising
Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory become your personal starter.

Angela Strange:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment
& Identity in Giddens' Social Theory to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity,
Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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