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In Black Corona, Steven Gregory examines political culture and activism in an
African-American neighborhood in New Y ork City. Using historical and
ethnographic research, he challenges the view that black urban communities are
"socially disorganized." Gregory demonstrates instead how working-class and
middle-class African Americans construct and negotiate complex and deeply
historical political identities and institutions through struggles over the built
environment and neighborhood quality of life. With its emphasis on the lived
experiences of African Americans, Black Corona provides afresh and innovative
contribution to the study of the dynamic interplay of race, class, and spacein
contemporary urban communities. It questions the accuracy of the widely used
trope of the dysfunctional "black ghetto," which, the author asserts, has often
been deployed to depoliticize issues of racial and economic inequality in the
United States. By contrast, Gregory argues that the urban experience of African
Americansis more diverse than is generally acknowledged and that it is only by
attending to the history and politics of black identity and community life that we
can come to appreciate this complexity.

Thisisthe first modern ethnography to focus on black working-class and middle-
classlife and politics. Unlike books that enumerate the ways in which black
communities have been rendered powerless by urban political processes and by
changing urban economies, Black Corona demonstrates the range of waysin
which African Americans continue to organize and struggle for social justice and
community empowerment. Although it discusses the experiences of one
community, itsimplications resonate far more widely.
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In Black Corona, Steven Gregory examines political culture and activism in an African-American
neighborhood in New Y ork City. Using historical and ethnographic research, he challenges the view that
black urban communities are "socialy disorganized." Gregory demonstrates instead how working-class and
middle-class African Americans construct and negotiate complex and deeply historical political identities
and institutions through struggles over the built environment and neighborhood quality of life. With its
emphasis on the lived experiences of African Americans, Black Corona provides afresh and innovative
contribution to the study of the dynamic interplay of race, class, and space in contemporary urban
communities. It questions the accuracy of the widely used trope of the dysfunctional "black ghetto," which,
the author asserts, has often been deployed to depoliticize issues of racial and economic inequality in the
United States. By contrast, Gregory argues that the urban experience of African Americansis more diverse
than is generally acknowledged and that it is only by attending to the history and politics of black identity
and community life that we can come to appreciate this complexity.

Thisisthe first modern ethnography to focus on black working-class and middle-class life and palitics.
Unlike books that enumerate the ways in which black communities have been rendered powerless by urban
political processes and by changing urban economies, Black Corona demonstrates the range of waysin
which African Americans continue to organize and struggle for social justice and community empowerment.
Although it discusses the experiences of one community, its implications resonate far more widely.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 1998 Anthony L eeds Prize, Society for Urban Anthropology

"Gregory employs the discipline of anthropology to penetrate the many myths and clichés that obscure the
dynamics of black lifein an urban community. Coronais the perfect subject for hisinvestigation.... Black
Coronaisidea for the community organizer, neighborhood historian, or academic.... [A] well-researched
and beautifully written study."--Bill Batson, New York Amsterdam News

"Gregory gives an up-close look at community organization in a black middle-class community that defies
stereotypes by outsiders about urban pathology and the disorganization and chaos that are supposed to exist
in black neighborhoods."--Booklist

"[Gregory] investigates class within race, race within place, and place within politics. . . . [He] makes
important points about the structuring of black identitiesin reaction to racial, class, and gender hierarchies.”-
-Mary Pattillo-M cCoy, American Journal of Sociology

"Gregory's analysis of race, ethnic, and class contacts and cooperation is clear and well written. . . . [A]
welcome addition to the sparse ethnographic literature on middlie-class African America."--Choice

"While asserting that race and economics are important elements in the mix that creates and perpetuates poor
communities, [Gregory] believes poverty at root is a political problem regardless of race. A well-documented
analysis that counters prevailing views."--Library Journal

An excellent case study and microanalysis of a single community. It isawell written and documented
confutation of black stereotypes and their communities. . . . A classic piece of urban anthropology.”--Wilbur
C.Rich, Isis

From the Back Cover

"Gregory's great insight is to focus on the ways in which the dynamics of class and race inform the actual
patterns of daily struggle in real communities. Black Corona represents a significant contribution to the study
of contemporary black urban life."--Manning M ar able, Professor of History and Director, I nstitute for
Resear ch in African-American Studies, Columbia Univer sity

About the Author
Steven Gregory is Associate Professor of Anthropology and Africana Studies at New Y ork University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mark Gibson:

The book Black Corona: Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban Community can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Black Corona:



Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban Community? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim which book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share
al of these. Book Black Corona: Race and the Palitics of Place in an Urban Community has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by wide
open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Nancy Brown:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the erathat is aways change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Black Corona: Race and
the Palitics of Place in an Urban Community is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Courtney Osteen:

This Black Corona: Race and the Palitics of Place in an Urban Community are generally reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Black Corona: Race and the
Poalitics of Place in an Urban Community can be one of several great books you must haveis usually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditionsin e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Black Corona: Race and the Poalitics of Place in
an Urban Community giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day task. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

Gerald McMullen:

This Black Corona: Race and the Palitics of Place in an Urban Community is great book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Black Corona: Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban Community in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you
world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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