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Buildings, although inanimate, are often assumed to have "life." And the
architect, through the act of design, is assumed to be their conceiver and creator.
But what of the "death" of buildings? What of the decay, deterioration, and
destruction to which they are inevitably subject? And what might such endings
mean for architecture's sense of itself? In Buildings Must Die, Stephen Cairns and
Jane Jacobs |ook awry at core architectural concerns. They examine spalling
concrete and creeping rust, contemplate ruins old and new, and pick through the
rubble of earthquake-shattered churches, imploded housing projects, and
demolished Brutalist office buildings. Their investigation of the death of
buildings reorders architectural notions of creativity, reshapes architecture's
preoccupation with good form, loosens its vanities of durability, and expandsits
sense of value. It does so not to kill off architecture as we know it, but to rethink
its agency and its capacity to make worlds differently.

Cairns and Jacobs offer an original contemplation of architecture that draws on
theories of waste and value. Their richly illustrated case studies of building
"deaths" include the planned and the unintended, the lamented and the cel ebrated.
They take us from Moline to Christchurch, from London to Bangkok, from
Tokyo to Paris. And they feature the work of such architects as Eero Saarinen,
Carlo Scarpa, Cedric Price, Aratalsozaki, Rem Koolhaas and Francois Roche.

Buildings Must Dieis both a memento mori for architecture and a call to to
reimagine the design values that lay at the heart of its creative purpose.
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Buildings, although inanimate, are often assumed to have "life." And the architect, through the act of design,
is assumed to be their conceiver and creator. But what of the "death” of buildings? What of the decay,
deterioration, and destruction to which they are inevitably subject? And what might such endings mean for
architecture's sense of itself? In Buildings Must Die, Stephen Cairns and Jane Jacobs look awry at core
architectural concerns. They examine spalling concrete and creeping rust, contemplate ruins old and new,
and pick through the rubble of earthquake-shattered churches, imploded housing projects, and demolished
Brutalist office buildings. Their investigation of the death of buildings reorders architectural notions of
credtivity, reshapes architecture's preoccupation with good form, loosens its vanities of durability, and
expands its sense of value. It does so not to kill off architecture as we know it, but to rethink its agency and
its capacity to make worlds differently.

Cairns and Jacobs offer an original contemplation of architecture that draws on theories of waste and value.
Their richly illustrated case studies of building "deaths" include the planned and the unintended, the
lamented and the celebrated. They take us from Moline to Christchurch, from London to Bangkok, from
Tokyo to Paris. And they feature the work of such architects as Eero Saarinen, Carlo Scarpa, Cedric Price,
Aratalsozaki, Rem Koolhaas and Francois Roche.

Buildings Must Die is both a memento mori for architecture and a call to to reimagine the design values that
lay at the heart of its creative purpose.
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Editorial Review
Review

" Buildings Must Dieisindeed a perverse work on architecture, architecture at its most raw and elemental, at
the point of its decay and destruction, sometimes quickly, with spectacular effect, and sometimes slowly.
Architecture is never fully living, and is always passing out of existence; asit makes, so what it makesis
inevitably unmade. This book is a fascinating, articul ate exploration of this movement of creative destruction
that haunts the very project of architecture.

(Elizabeth Grosz, author of Architecture from the Outside)

Buildings rot. Buildings decay. Buildings die. But this sense of buildings mortality can be a positive force,
as Cairns and Jacobs illustrate so well. Out of the rubble, they have created a book of immense significance
not just for the practitioners and theorists of architecture but for anyone who is interested in the ecology of
habitation.

(Nigdl Thrift,, Vice-Chancellor, University of Warwick)

Buildings Must Die offers case studies and meditations upon architectural ends in the tradition of Neil
Harris's Building Lives and Karsten Harries's The Ethical Function of Architecture. Y et Buildings Must Die
isaso uniquely life-affirming, showing practitioners how "death and waste can play their partsin
architectural creativity."

(Daniel M. Abramson, Associate Professor, Tufts University, and author of Building the Bank of England:
Money, Architecture, Society, 1694-1942)

Of all the versions of the body-building analogy -- from Vitruviusto Alberti, Le Corbusier, Aldo van Eyck,
and architects today -- few, if any, have invoked mortality as the term of comparison, as Stephen Cairns and
Jane Jacobs do in Buildings Must Die. New conceptions of architectural order result from this approach:
deformation is not devaluation, permanence involves perpetual perishing, and duration depends on alteration.
Historically significant themes such as ruin and weathering are discussed, also topics that are particularly
relevant today: disaster, demoalition, and waste. A fuller understanding of endings emerges, which in turn
leads to a profound reconsideration of beginnings, and thus of architecture itself.

(David Leatherbarrow, Professor of Architecture, University of Pennsylvania, and author of Uncommon
Ground: Architecture, Technology, and Topography)

Imagine a book on world leaders that looks at how they died, rather than their accomplishments, for an
explanation of why the book's subtitle acknowledges that this perspectiveis "perverse”. Despite and perhaps
even because of these quirks, Buildings Must Die has the freshness of a project that takes afield and turnsit
onits head -- or, perhaps, blows it up.

(Times Higher Education)
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Stephen Cairnsis Scientific Director of the Future Cities Laboratory at the Singapore-ETH Centre. Jane M.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:
Terry Klatt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture (MIT Press).
Try to face the book Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture (MIT Press) as your buddy. It
means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

CharlesKrueger:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture (MIT
Press) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture (MIT
Press) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou
can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book
Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture (MIT Press). You never truly feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

April Baker:

The actual book Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture (MIT Press) hasalot info onit. So
when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after reading this book.

lan Bracy:

Why? Because this Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture (MIT Press) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap theidea but latter it will zap you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
book will give you alot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your



critical thinking means. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | were you | will go to the guide store
hurriedly.
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