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Combining tales of devastating epidemics with accessible science and fascinating
history, Deadly Companions reveals how closely microbes have evolved with us
over the millennia, shaping human civilization through infection, disease, and
deadly pandemic. Beginning with a dramatic account of the SARS pandemic at
the start of the 21st century, Dorothy Crawford takes us back in time to follow
the interlinked history of microbes and humanity, offering an up-to-date look at
ancient plagues and epidemics, and identifying key changes in the way humans
have lived--such as our move from hunter-gatherer to farmer to city-dweller--
which made us ever more vulnerable to microbe attack. Showing that how we
live our lives today--with increased crowding and air travel--puts us once again at
risk, Crawford asks whether we might ever conquer microbes completely.
Among the possible answers, one thing becomes clear: that for generations to
come, our deadly companions will continue to influence our lives.
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Combining tales of devastating epidemics with accessible science and fascinating history, Deadly
Companions reveals how closely microbes have evolved with us over the millennia, shaping human
civilization through infection, disease, and deadly pandemic. Beginning with a dramatic account of the
SARS pandemic at the start of the 21st century, Dorothy Crawford takes us back in time to follow the
interlinked history of microbes and humanity, offering an up-to-date look at ancient plagues and epidemics,
and identifying key changes in the way humans have lived--such as our move from hunter-gatherer to farmer
to city-dweller--which made us ever more vulnerable to microbe attack. Showing that how we live our lives
today--with increased crowding and air travel--puts us once again at risk, Crawford asks whether we might
ever conquer microbes completely. Among the possible answers, one thing becomes clear: that for
generations to come, our deadly companions will continue to influence our lives.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Crawford suggests that when it comes to microbes, despite our scientific knowledge, we are not better-off
than our ancestors."-- Science News in the "new and notable books of scientific interest" section.

About the Author

Dorothy Crawford is Professor of Medical Microbiology at the University of Edinburgh, where she is also
Assistant Principal for the Public Understanding of Medicine. She was awarded an OBE in 2005 for services
to medicine and higher education.

Books by the same author:
The Invisible Enemy: A Natural History of Viruses

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Phipps:

This Deadly Companions: How Microbes Shaped Our History book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Deadly Companions: How Microbes Shaped Our History without we realize teach the
one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Deadly
Companions: How Microbes Shaped Our History can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Deadly
Companions: How Microbes Shaped Our History having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Ronald Fowler:

The actual book Deadly Companions: How Microbes Shaped Our History will bring that you the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Deadly Companions: How Microbes Shaped Our
History is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Eric Chabot:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Deadly Companions: How
Microbes Shaped Our History that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world



much better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Deadly Companions: How Microbes Shaped Our
History become your own starter.

Martha Fincher:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Deadly Companions: How Microbes Shaped Our
History to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and learn it. Beside that the publication Deadly Companions: How Microbes Shaped Our History can to
be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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