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Daily religious devotion in the Greek and Roman worlds centered on the family
and the home. Besides official worship in rural sacred areas and at temples in
towns, the ancients kept household shrines with statuettes of different deities that
could have a deep personal and spiritual meaning. Roman houses were often
filled with images of gods. Gods and goddesses were represented in mythological
paintings on walls and in decorative mosaics on floors, in bronze and marble
sculptures, on ornate silver dining vessels, and on lowly
clay oil lamps that lit dark rooms. Even many modest homes had one or more
religious objects that were privately venerated. Ranging from the humble to the
magnificent, these small objects could be fashioned in any medium from
terracotta to precious metal or stone.
Showcasing the collections in the Getty Villa, this book s emphasis on the
spiritual beliefs and practices of individuals promises to make the works of Greek
and Roman art more accessible to readers. Compelling representations of private
religious devotion, these small objects express personal ways of worshiping that
are still familiar to us today. A chapter on contemporary domestic worship
further enhances the relevance of these miniature sculptures for modern viewers."
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Daily religious devotion in the Greek and Roman worlds centered on the family and the home. Besides
official worship in rural sacred areas and at temples in towns, the ancients kept household shrines with
statuettes of different deities that could have a deep personal and spiritual meaning. Roman houses were
often filled with images of gods. Gods and goddesses were represented in mythological paintings on walls
and in decorative mosaics on floors, in bronze and marble sculptures, on ornate silver dining vessels, and on
lowly
clay oil lamps that lit dark rooms. Even many modest homes had one or more religious objects that were
privately venerated. Ranging from the humble to the magnificent, these small objects could be fashioned in
any medium from terracotta to precious metal or stone.
Showcasing the collections in the Getty Villa, this book s emphasis on the spiritual beliefs and practices of
individuals promises to make the works of Greek and Roman art more accessible to readers. Compelling
representations of private religious devotion, these small objects express personal ways of worshiping that
are still familiar to us today. A chapter on contemporary domestic worship further enhances the relevance of
these miniature sculptures for modern viewers."
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Editorial Review

Review

“Household Gods is a splendid publication on several counts. It is elegantly presented and the illustrations
(of objects for the most part in the J. Paul Getty Museum) have been chosen with witand sensitivity. The real
strengths, however, lie in the sparkling text, which reflects the latest research in Greek and Roman
religion.”–Art Newspaper
 

About the Author

Alexandra Sofroniew was assistant curator of antiquities at the J. Paul Getty Museum. She has curated
exhibitions for the Allard Pierson Museum, Amsterdam, and the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. Currently,
she teaches classical archaeology at St. John’s College, Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Clark:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Household Gods: Private Devotion in
Ancient Greece and Rome ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Household Gods: Private
Devotion in Ancient Greece and Rome is not only giving you more new information but also being your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship using the book Household Gods: Private Devotion in Ancient Greece and Rome. You
never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Aaron Mullen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Household Gods: Private Devotion in Ancient Greece and Rome book
is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer associated with Household Gods: Private Devotion in Ancient Greece and Rome content conveys
objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Household Gods: Private Devotion
in Ancient Greece and Rome is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Anthony Jarrard:

This Household Gods: Private Devotion in Ancient Greece and Rome is completely new way for you who



has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Household Gods:
Private Devotion in Ancient Greece and Rome can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Stacey Thompson:

You can find this Household Gods: Private Devotion in Ancient Greece and Rome by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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